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"Nee Ii'iiiirf. S(c tcnilde." 
(By Josephine K. Henry.) 

Till- hisior.v of If.i' ioiialisni in Annrica would not bi' coniplf'P 
without a imnf di-voti d lo ihc uuiiiiim laln rs and sacrlflros of 
All)i ri Jo' iisdu of San I'ranciMo lly liis legion of friends in tliis 
and otlii T lands lie ha> !" c n j;iv( n llir title of 'The Chaplain." 
This man ludds the uiii<|iie pusi ion of 1m ins the only "Chai)lain" 
In the v(]rld i;f Kr. eihouL-hi and what a urand work he has done 
with his holy hook, the -Itook lA' Nalure." In his busy life he 
has ( xernplified the words of th<' immortal Ingersoll, "(iive me 
the storm and tempest of thouKh' and action, rather than the 
dead calm of ipnorance and faith' Danish me from Kdeii when 
you will, hut first let me eat of the fruit of tlie tree of Know- 
ledpe. 

His mental frmd has been the fruit from the tree of knowledge, 
and he has lived in a tempest of thought Ml4 aetiOII StrfvUlg tO 

brinjf llKlit and liberty to his fellows. 

Albert .lohns'in was born in a Ion cabin on top of the Ore en 
Moutains of \'< rmoir. |tee( niber l.'lth. 1S4 ). He is a direct de- 
srendant of Col. I'.ihiin Alien, ihi r<'Volutioiiary hero, and he in 
herlls In a maiki d di e ni iny of the distinKuishiiiK traits of his 
illustrious kinsman His mother who Is still HvIiik at a nrfat a^e. 
ts a devout .Methodist She Insistr'd on reliRous instrurtion for 
her son. an<l she still has all his prize tickets for Hlble study. 
He says he could read off verses and chapters from the Bible 
by the yard, but never had tiny roneeptlon of their meaning. 
In his mature years In- is certainly better versed in that my- 
stical congoPK-ratlon of everything absurd, obscene, cruel ami 
Impossible. "The Holy liible" than any one In the ranks of 
Freethc)U«lit. exc'ept the lamented Kdilor Charles C. Moore, and 
the able John K. Remsburn the greatest Hibllst of our nge. 
His father was a thoimhtful sihn' man. who never attended 
church or discussed ri ligioti Kvi n in childhood Albert .lohnso-i 
was an earnest seeker after truth, and a great reader. Sliake 
Bpeare visited his yoiing mind, tind such a student was he of the 
"Bard of Avon." that from youth to this very day he wi avcs into 
the most coinmc>n place things of life, the lines of the immortal 
poet with striking and artistic fitnc^ss 

Byron's Cr)rsair jippealed to his yuuibful Imagination. 

"Ours the wild life, in tumult still to range. 

From toll to rest, and joy in every change." 

At 14 years of age this investiKating, imaginative courageouB 
boy, ran away from his fireen Moun'ain home and 'authority 
parentlal" and slijiped on board a New Bedford wliaier In .Mine 
ISaV After visiting Chinti, .lapan. the Philllpines and o'her parts 
of the world, he ran away from the whaler In the Cape de Verde 
Islands, and ccjncluded to settle there. But his restless buoyant 
spirit urged him on. and after a ye-ar he sailed on the Frigate 
Niagara for Africa, and America. He remained at his New En 
gland home but one month, then crossed the Continent to Cal 
Ifomia where he has since- made his home, \o euiOgist of thl.^ 
"Chose Land" "The Ciolden State" has sung its praises In prose 
and verse more artistically than this thoughtful, observing world 
traveler. This wonderland of the Pacific Coaat haa started a 
thonsuid rllla of thought in bl* omnnnnings with aatar*, and 
strwdt ft hwp ot ft t bMumt tbriam ia kls pottte wtmi. 



Mr. Johnson was mariie'd early in life. His wife was a native 
of .\ew York and they bicame the' parents of fivi' clilldren, four 
of whom are still livitiK. .Mrs, .lobnson ptissed into etiriial rest 
in ye ars ago, and her menioiy is uiibiilanced in tin' sacred chalice 
i f eonjiigal anei filial atTeciion. .Mr .lolinson seems even from 
(iiililli()e)(l te) have been an .Vtlieivl, fur lie sa.\s he iii ver had any 
conception of (iod. HeKominn aciniainted willi a learne'd ,Ie«ir;t 
when lie was )il years old. tlii' I'.ible and the .lesiiit caused hira 
tc) take up the re'al slud\ of relinions. His knowledge along these 
lines is prodigious and his life' work is to dethrone- the religious 
suiMTstitious that curse and e nslave the human race-. He- bedle>vo8 
that the clergy who teach eliildieii the Christian superstition, 
that fills thetn with fe-ar and li,\ proe i is\ uiiile'r which the- Christian 
world groans are burglars of tin- mind, and j;n;iier criniinals 
than those that rob the-ir fe-llows of iiialeTial substance, for re-gal 
Hi-ason Is the most jirice le-ss he-rltage' of humanity. This man 
labeirs constantly not so much to reform as to exte-rmlnate' error. 
He Is a worshlpiier of intelle-ct be lieviiiK th.it the- powe-r of mind 
Is the only true' aristocracy. The- educatiein of this sedf < ducated 
man Is far superior to the cullege bre-d men with half the .'ilphalie-t 
appended to ihedr niime-s. This man dug up bis knowledge and 
found the genuine nrtich , while as a rule the OOllSglMl hftl ft VM- 
less eir spurious article crtimmed into him. 

This sedf made- savant is a famili.ir figure on the stre-e's of Su 
Francisco, and tilt hough he calls himse lf a "plain, bhmt working 
man" his frie-nds from all edasses and conditions of the people 
are< legion. Working man he ce-rtainly Is, for his avocation being 
that of an e ngine'cr he- s;»ends toilsome-, e-xhausling d'r. s. md 
whe-n at night he re>iire-s to his hiinibli- leielging he iw.-lls among 
the- stars and in marble- halls, and palaces eif po( s>. he comtiiunes 
with the- great minds of the- ages eir corri spemds with the tlilnkers 
on the he-lghts In many lands atid c-llme-s. The- primn ssivi- minds 
of the- Occlde-nt and the- Orie-nt have- come- in teiucli wli|i tlii'; grear 
liearte-d, superior, many sldeel man, wliosi- one life- long struggle 
Is to bring mental liberty .'ind moral iiplif' to the- human race. 
To the advancement of the cause of I'reei bought, he devotes his 
time, talents and his spare dollars and the- dolars he cannot spare 
and if the United States should refund to him the postage he 
has paid. It would supply his old age with many cc.mforts. that 
through financial stress fostered by the giant robhe-rs church and 
State are now denied him. The hopeful, happy, helpful spirit of 
the man is a mental ozone to those who come in touch with him, 
and no human being's misery Is too deep, or suffering too great 
for him to withhold his helii and sympathy, Mr, .Johnson Is an 
untiring propagandist and ho has doubtle-ss distributed more 
nine drasB Blades and other liberal llier.-i'ure than any one per- 
son He was an ardent admlre-r of Kditor Chas C, Moore and he 
holds his memory in reverence. 

Under Just conditions, Mr. ,Tohns<in Is an arde-nt patriot, but 
under present conditions the collusion of Church and S'au- to rob 
the- people- of Reason and human rights, he has repudiated these 
wrongs, and attained the highest ideal yet reached by the human 
mnid, that of philosophical anarchist. H<^ abhors war, and the 
degrading military spirit that is fostered, and the Insolent niftd* 
ding with the human rights of the people. He thftt 
'iriMll aocr «C liHrtgilw taf* ptaaM lunuMltsr la NbaMa 
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against Itself; that grt'cd and graft have destroyed the nobler 
qualities of the Anu-ricaii iicoplc, that honesty Is outlawed, truth 
and reason are crushfd to earth by priestcraft and t'uiepr;ifl. 
justice is throttled by rotten politics and Liberty is In chains. 
The lovers of thdr kind, the thinlters on the lifiKhts are laboring 
for belter conditions, and philosophical anaicliy is the Glltopia 
they liope to attain. .Mr. .Johnson wields a forceful pen and Is a 
noi-ible coniribiuor to the liberal press as the readers of the 
Hlade can attest, and his KrretliouRht poems possess genuine 
merit and sparkle with true poetic Keniiis. Mr. .lohnson is a man 
who has encountered tlie most painful. ]iia<iical and tragical 
experiences. Life with i)ainfiil <lru(lgerii's. i!s small comiik nsation. 
its fierce competition. Its tangled perplexities, yet amidist it all ho 
has im'I'ii "a Ikto in the ttrite «Dd hi* whoto betaiff hns wt 

tlirilled with opMmisin. 

In this world not very lar advanced towards a t)".Mitiful am! 
( rdi ri'd cosmos; a woil<l rei kint? with cnn'ltirs anil injusfict's, 
rooled so ilccp ns to call for the i ni ryii s of a Ilcrcult s. 'h ' 
Insight of a Socrates, htkI the iia'ii lu i- of .lob to get rid of th>'ni 
I takes the strongi st and noblest of the race to balllr for ln'tter 

things. Freelioiiglit lias evi'i' I n anil iinis' ivrr be tlu' v.iniuiaril 

•.)f |Tep'r''> 'Co til'' si;'all anil ir'-.'li I'l.ijiniv ^vho 1 il'or f^.r 
humanity's relrasc iliis man "unkiiowti in fortune .iU'\ 'o fame" 
belongs. 

Willi gratitude to these benefactors of the race. 1 can in 
no wa> so emphaalie that gimtltndc at by Mr. Johnsoa'a own 

poetic lin<'S. 

• SonK'timi' in f\rnri' am s. whi n tli«' cros.s ami crowns no njorc. 
Forgotten save by schi lais in the world of histor> > !or '. 
Mankind ttien in those ages — Sonn' Shi llcy i f great fame. 
Will dine in thongln among the stars, and immortalize their 
names." 

The suprinie aim ami object of Mr. .lohnson's life is the ad 
vancemeiii of Frielhongbl and how the lightnings (lash from liis 
tongue and pen against the old obstructions ignorance tmd dead 



faith. All classes and conditions who come In touch with him feel 
a mental and moral uplift and are impressed by his earnestness 
anil sincerity. As President of the San Francisco Freetbought 
Society, lie rendered valiant aervlM, being a food 'labater, and 

a fair and generous opponent. 

During the Spanish-American war he was a striking figure tal 
the camps of San Francisco, distribu Ing F^reethought literature, 
giving ilinners to the soldier boys, and arguing with them on the 
brmaliiy and cruellty of war and the inconsistency of going out 
<n .l:i\ ihi ir fellow Under the banner of 'he '•Prince of Peace." 

.Mr. .lolnison is a gooA art critie .md numbers among his friends 
ihe arii-ts. sculptors, and literati of the I'aciflc Coast. 

lie is .1 warm personal frleml of that learned savant ,Tudge 
I'ari-h II. I.ailii, 'o whom the lil)eral world owes a ih lit of grati- 
tude, and to Mr. M. (Jrii r Kidder, the prince of Satirists whose 
epigranmatic dynamite shatters t'oary siiiiers it iens nnrt whose 
style is ' siiigeneris " in modern Iterature. Thus this advocate 
of mental liberty day t)y day is scattering with generous hand, 
the priceless seeds, iind ihosi who come after him shall reap the 
golden grain. 

"T is your prerogative and mine to doubt; 

How do yi u know " is truth's own scout; 

Facts fear no foes, Ihe Truth will out." 

'I'he wiirils of the immortal Saladin in reply to Cardinal Man 
ning are peculiarly appropri.ate to the subject of this sketch, and 
I, herein, append them To the Cardinal Saladin .<aid: "It is 
iinfoiinna'e for you and yotirs. that there are im ii of my type, 
who will read ami study for many yi ars iti oliscurit v, anxious only 
to tlnd out what is true, and never once asking what is profl'al)le; 
sitnlylng for no profession, hoping for no pn'fennent. jioor. but as- 
piring '!> no gain, no crozier. no canlinal's hat. tmt frielv ^riving 
!■ artiitiL' and time, iinil life to llie mos' ihankles.^ of all causes, 
to a cause that for independence gives you poverty, for celebrity 
gtvea yoa tafamjr. 



A Mistake Of Nature 



Written Fer and Read Before the Biwkeye teeular Unlen Cen- 
ventien. Canal Dever, Ohie, tept 7, 1Nt> 



ill.\ Matilda C. Coonwr.) 
In evolving evei\ denomiiiai ion, 

.And selling them all \<y ihe ears, 
.And crowiling tin m in on this rolling plan I a ion; 
tiuei n Nature made the mistake of crealiin. 

Wliich crushes man s niaiiliood with fears 

If she had but known she woulil have created, 

A world each sect thai she made; 
Instead of mingling iliem to be ' aird. 
And slain b.\ each other as dominatid. 

By those who make phaiiioms a trade. 

If every (uie worsliipeil Ihe Brahman tri headed, 

Oulsideis (dulil not inti rfere 
Willi infantile marriages or wiili he ilnaded 
Suttee; since all would In ha|ipil> weildeil 

To l)llss when grim d.ath should appear. 

How peaceful if all on ihe .ari'i were devoiid. 

To only the Hebrews god. loi- 
No one would wish to tind fault with the noted. 
Old Tes aniMit aulliors and heroes who doted, 

On strong drink and women and war. 



Mohammedana alao •houid live on a planet. 

Where Allah would not need a sword. 
Without the sword here, faith cannot exist, can it? 
Faith's heart it a rodi of Titrlfled granite. 

Its pride is t4ie blood It has poured. 

The Caiholic church is fon vt r ( (unplainlng, 

Itecaiise it does m)t own the world; 
To comiiier all naiinns its fore>' it is straining. 
And if unywiiere its duniiuiou is waning, 

There Rome's exeoratlons ar« hwrled. 

If all were believers in one superstition. 

No person would then understand. 
The slavishness, or the debasing condition. 
That comes of idolatry with its submlsalon, 

To arrogant priestly command. 

A world there should be tor each plan of salvation. 

To occupy; this would prevent. 
Divine persecutton and gross condemnation. 
Of opposite creeds; a complete separation: 

.\loni' ciin bring peace and content. 

Still since l'u>se sects are all In re wo would bttler. 

.\tlenipt Ihe persaiisioii of priHif. 
And shew them that ihonghi. Inn- thought is no debtor. 
To licilons of failh. which liind it and fetter, 

vVith sashes of steel warp and woof. 
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Striking a Balance Sheet 



Rmwim Af th* Unf aiNl tltttr ttniggi* 
— Iw— n FrMthlnkMV tmt th* P»pm 
For Civil Pewtr •ntf PrMdmn. 



PART 8. 
(Br Judge Parish B. Ladd.) 

In ihla Ions struggle, the intrepid foroei 
of Freethought were led by Atb«lati. who, 
in their early mores were obliged to carry 
on this warfare in diagnlae, acaiaat an 
enemy far superior in numbers, led on by 
an nnscmpalona priesthood headed by popes 
It was a struggle by thinkers— reasoning 
men, agahtst a multitude of men of the most 
Ignorant class, differing from the cattle 
only as bipeds. 

The word pope comes from the Latin 
pa pa (fathpr) at first applied to all bish- 
ops; from thf fifth century li was applied 
only to the leading bishops of Rome. By a 
series of forgeries the church makes Peter 
the first pope, and alleges that be received 
hia credentials from Christ, who, aa we 
now Imow, was a pure myth. This man 
Peter like Christ was none other than a 
rtiodow floated by popedom as the flrat of 
a long line of popes. The material oat or 
which Peter was made, was none other than 
vague oral traditton, and that from Ca*ho- 
Ue aoureea alono. ia all we have as to the 
eziatenoe of auch a man; even that tradi- 
Uoa cootraAlcu Itaelf aa to |he man'a 
nativity, his tabora, and when, as wall aa 
whero he died. The epiatles aaerlbed to 
him have been pronounced apariooa by the 
Higher CrltidBm: they belong to the long 
line of Ca'helie forgeries. This myth was 
not made by the ohnreh until the tinjie 
of Iimooent I (401-417) who was in fact, tb^ 
flrat pope. The ehnreh in founding this 
dynasty created Peter oat of nothing and 
threw his time book over 400 years: he is 
the product of a long series of forged de- 
eretals. a practice ever in common use with 
the OathoUe Chnreh; It was applied to each 
and every piece of writing in the New Tes 
taaaoft. The whole cijMtem of ;x>piiH;i 
Chriatlani^y was of alow growth, most of It 
made to fit the times. In fact, the forgerlea 
of that church mark Its pathway all alone 
the line of its history, from Its MHh lo th»' 
present time. In its early history p.iKaniHin 
obscured the life of the church and m arly 
blotted out what lit'le history thm »'xlKt»'(l, 
for not a aingle scratrb nf writing of tho 
first century oonoprnlnR Christianity, It* 
mytlilcal head, as the rhurch has come 
down to our time; all of which purports to 
come from the flrsf century is of much later 
date, thrown back to give age and credit 
to the syatan: Mw whMtejr. the oMar tka 



Innoeent I 40S-417 being the flrat htatort- 
eal pope, leaves over 400 years of a vacuum 
back to mythical Peter, which the church 
flUed in with tha laidorean fW«ed decretals, 
these decretals with other Ciatholio forgeries 
were found in the Vaetican, but not until 
the flfteenth century were they found to 
be base forgeries, now so admitted by all 
scholara, Catholic as well as Proteatnant 
On lies, forgeries, frauds, persecutions, tor- 
tures, tagogts, fire, forced conversions and 
hell the Catholic church has been built up. 
now aastalned by the dregs of combined 
ignorance, she raises her hydra head wreak' 
ing in the blood of her virtlms. and de- 
clares to the world that Christianity Is 
the embody ment of all goodness, purity, 
virtue and IntelllKPnce, niid this Is echoed 
front the pulpits of I'micstanlsm In all 
lands, and gulped down \>\ the Christian 
world. 

With Innocent I, was horn the Idea of 
making the church mistn ss of the world, 
civil as well as ecleslastkul. To this first 
Conce|)tlon the church has over been true, 
never relinrnilshing her grasp till forced by 
the civil powers after long citit iiries of 
strife. Let, there be no mistake on this 
lioint. It is power, not an honest belief 
In Its religion, which Mr. I.ecky and some 
few less noted wrlttrs. claini, i.hat the 
church Is after. That this f.-rrible strife 
la for power tho whole lii^iory of the 
church and Its popes is too elc ;ir to admit of 
a doubt, for some of the poius who were 
the most violent proseciiiors and pi rseeii 
ters were avowed now believes in Chris 
tianlty. all of which with to a limited ex- 
tent I hogie to prove In this artiola and the 
series belonging thereto. 

Christianity as a |)ow( r. beu-an with Con 
stantlne, who made the Homan Church an 
auxiliary to his empire A murder of all 
rivals, including his wife and relatives, he 
become the patron saint of t iie clinrch, which 
for twelve centuries followed in the bloody 
footsteps of Its founder. 

Clonstantlne was a man < l iiolicy, the 
empire was his ambition. ,ill religions were 
alike to him, things wiili which to control 
the rabble, the church in following In the 
footstejis of Its founder, succeeded, during 
some twelve hundred years. In murdering 
nearly one-third of the people of Christen- 
dom. Const an l ine removed tlie seat of 
empire from Rome to niziintliim: but the 
head of the church remaiiied on flio banks 
of the Tiber. The Chrisiians. long before 
Constaotine put them r)n the load to i)Ower, 
were not only divided in tln lr beliefs, bur 
engaged In the most deMdlv struggles among 
themselves, over, what now appears to sen- 



sible men, as the most trivial nonsense, the 
most of which still adheres to the devout, 
who never tires in devotion 'o their Totem. 
The wrangles betwtui the Kastern and 
Western churches being (inaily put an- end 
to, by deceit, fratid and force, all went over 
to Rome, where the scarlet beast, the 
pontiflclal dragon laid his plans to rule the 
world. 

At the end of the fourth century, Slricius 
claimed, or is made to claim, Roman su- 
premacy over all. Chrlstnendoni The civil 
powers, under the guidance of FreetliouKlit 
largely Atheist, saw In this claim the ini- 
liending struggle. The church hi Id the nu 
merieal force, the embodynient of piety anu 
ignorance, a force to lie moved at the will 
of the pope — the I)<vil leading his coharls 
of hell. The civil gov( rnnicnt,s were in the 
hands of iinbi lievers, it was the force of 
numbers under the control of the pope, 
against intelligence of uiibi'lieves — Chris- 
tianity arrayed against Freetliought. The 
contest was a long and lil(K)dy one. Suc- 
cess perched alternately on the banners of 
the contending parties The sacking of Rome 
the Virigoths. wlio bad espoused Chris 
lianity, contril)Ute(l vastly to the strength 
of Innocent 1. With this increase of iiower. 
Ihj boldly i)roclaimed linpreinacy of t'he 
(Inireh over all the civil governtiients of 
i;urope ( Pi2 11") but it was one thing to 
make this claim and quite anotlier to cn- 
forci- it: at any rale, the struggle was on 
lo stay for ages. Innocent was followed 
by I.eo T 1)0 Ifil. Common Kra. Here we 
have the invasions of the Huns and Van- 
dals, during which limes, I.eo continued to 
maintain the claim of his i)redecessor. 

In 470 the empire of the west f'ome to an 
end. leaving the civil iKjwer 'ntact at Ccn- 
Htanllnople; but the i)ope was the civil as 
well as the ecclesiastical head of Italy 
Theodoric while nominally civil ruler of the 
Italian States, was. for a tme. disposed to 
allow the church to have its own way. The 
comiu. St of I'aly by .Tustinian put a check 
on the ambition of the Pontiffs scheme of 
aggrandizemi nf . the pope being treated as 
a rebellious subject. The Imperial power 
becoming weakened, was taken advantage 
of liy the Lombards, who invaded Italy, thus 
allowing the pope to regain his losses under 
the Emperor. This Invasion brought face 
lo face llie ecclesiastical and ( ivil jKiwers — 
the fornur imder Cregory the Great, who 
had become pope (rmC>Oi); the lattOT «l- 
di r the Iximliard Princes. 

Feeling his temporal power WOalMBlBC. 
Cregory ajipiied all his force to strengthen 
Ills hold on the church, even to all the out- 
lying churches of the empire, and especially 
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over to biiihups, wtium be dreaded. Beiug 
characterized as mere uuiverbul bishop, by 
the patriarchs of Couslauiinople, be was ai 
ouce ou his digulty to resent the iusult. 
Gregory tiually succeeded in forcing baptism 
on the unwiliing LombardB and Spaatoii 
Vlrigoths, whiie the Brltlans were left to 
receive the gospel by moral suaaion. The 
worli left by Innocent and Leo become the 
heritage of Qresorjr. 

The atrife of the aeventh oentury failed 
to aatiafy the ambltkm of the pope*, for 
tha oivU sowera were not prepared to aur- 
rander all, thay demaadod that tha popaa 
aobmit their alaotkma for tha avproval 
of the olTll authorttlaa of OhrlataBdon. 
MarUn I, bains a haratlc— «n avowad «b- 
baUaver thoush a popa, waa aalaad tad 
carried oS to Oonataatlnopla whara ha dlad 
from abuaa. Tha mild traatmant of tha 
BrltlMia, tha raaolt of faar, won than over 
to 'Roma. Imaga worahlp hacowhig laQaral, 
Oratory rafttaad to okay, and hla pa«v>* 
roaa In ama to anataln him. Hara tha 
■ovamor of luly attamptad to oaa foraa 
on tha popa, whoaa aapportora asain oama 
to hla datanaa. Tha Liombwda took aldaa 
with tha dvU aothorltlaa and thraatanad 
to oonflaeata tha ehorch landa; bat tho 
governor bdng too waak to randar aaalat- 
anoa. Italy In aflaat, bacooM Boat to tha am> 
plra 

All waa confusion, Gregory m, then bead 
of tha church, appealed to the Catholic 
Kranka under Pepin, who sent uu unuy 
across the Alps, defea ed the Lombards 
and rtstort'tl ibe popes civil power over 
all Italy. Kor ibis favor, the pope crowned 
l>«'piii kiiiK of the Franl<s, and Patrician 
of tbe Uouians. I'cplns son, CharleuiaKue 
—Charles the (ireai come to the popes 
, crossed tbe Alpa and defeated tin 
Ixinibards a m (.((lul iiiu'. Hi fi we have In 
CharlenialBne, wliile not a believer In 
Christianity, the popes most staunch frend, 
a tyrant and an earthly di'vil. l^eo now 
(T'.tr. SICl holding the eeri ilicale. being 
Kiiiliy of nunii ions eriiiit s, was i-fleasi'd 
from prison and liy iMiarlemaimie diilan d 
iniiocuit. l-'or this favor l.io crowuiil 
C'lKirli mainunc t nipi ror by divine author- 
i y. The llrsi ^'reat Clirislian criminal to 
receive the honor of an enijurcr by the 
authority of a Kod; another practice bor 
rowed fri in paganism, thus w»' have the 
dawn of popish power over both civil and 
ecclesiastical Kov rnmt nt wita all Kiiropi' 
under popish ruli'. At this Ime the dark 
aRCH Is fully on, with Christian iKHorunci', 
piety, poveri:, :ind criiui': I arnlnn pronress 
and hunianity had come to an i iid at least 
for a time; waiting for Kreci houirlit to re- 
join the asei ndancy and rcsuscl ate the 
old virtues ( f tlreece and itome Catholic- 
ism Ixia^ts that it never changes. This 
bo ist has prov< n true a' all times and 
places when and where that church has 
been in power, and would prova tma again, 



even In our oonntry where tha - Cathollo 
church is putting forth har every aBort to 
plant his bloody standarda In o«r land. 

Charlemalgne (771-814) for tha erown ha- 
atowad by Leo, agreed to convert or ax- 
tannlnata all tha Qerman tribes; be carried 
oat thla agreamant, forcing baptism wher- 
ever hla army want; when any raballad ha 
gave uam fUra and aword. Tha Baxona 
threw off this yoke the fifth time, when 
Oharlamalgna pat to daath 4,600 of thalr 
laodara, drove tho raat Into tha Blha, whara 
ha gava tham tha aholce, baptlam or iMVWu- 
Ing; of oooraa, thay accepted tha tormar. 
Thla la tho way Boma mada Ohriattaaa 
Jttat aa long oa aha had the power, and It 
la Joat what aha would do today, but tor 
tho Intarvantkn of tha dvll foroaa. In tha 
fhca of thla hiatory, and muoh mora of 
tha same kmd, the Priesthood, Catholic and 
Motaatant, hoaat that Chratlanlty haa baan 
apraad by peoeatnl means; but thara lying 
la tha laaat of Prlaotly crlmaa. 

Nicbotas VUI aaaerted pontifical power 
over tha Mafaiva of the weat and the dvll 
avthorltlaa, baaing hla claim prindpally on 
Um forged daeratala. The demanda of thla 
pope were so dictatorial as to torea tha 
aohlsm between the Catholic and Oraak 
churches. During the first half of the tenth 
centnry, all was contusion, the election of 
the papacy depending on whether the Roman 
nobles of the mob were in powvr. .No heed 
was given to the popes office. John XII, 
in power, being preaaed by enemies, called 
on 0:ho of Germany, and for his assistance 
crowned him emperor (926, C. E.) thus set- 
ting for a time the supreme power of the 
Stale over that of the pope. The pontifical 
I)ower was again disturbed under Otho III. 
Tbe ICmperor Henry III, reltased the papacy 
from tbe Roman nobles and conferred the 
election on the German churchmi ii. I.eo 
IX (liHT.'i.".) made a fruitless attempt to 
rc>tore the murals of the priesthood. In 
his attempt to checli Ibe Norman invasion 
of Italy he was made prisone r, iln'u made 
ruler of Italy and Sicily l iulc r (Iregory 
\11 (io,:;si;i popery took a new leaso of 
power and depo.sed the Kmiieror who, to re- 
gain his proper standiiiK. submitted him 
self to be liumiliati'd by the pope Canosa. 
This was followed by iniilual support. Here 
the eondict of rival proper siaiulilized all 
Kurope. Kach claimed tli>t empire. To 
raise funds to support rival popes, evi ry 
expedient was resorted to The struKKle 
continued until 1122, wht ii a compromise 
was effected, ending in the Mire, ss of the 
papacy. Here we have the echiiiiieiicenieiit 
of the crusades, with Iniioet ii II as l. ader 
(li:!0-4:n. Now we find Niihola- Hrakes- 
peur, an ...ngllahman In the papal chair, 
threatening Kmpeior Frederick I. but open 
hostilities are avdiiied. I'nder Innocent II 
(1130-4:!) popery reached th«' summit of Its 
greatness. Innocent was inasur of Taly; 
be crowned Frederick 111 li^uiperor, excom- 



municated ine King of A ranca, dtipoMd Jonu 
Migiauu, autt ioriMtt laiu iw Hv»uoMri«uit« 
uuaa«u UM vaaaai ot ut* wim>. iiua wa* 
lOiiowna uy um aawuusaiou ot outer rtuars. 
iiuMNMUt uiua touiia otmseu uutsutr oi aa 
tuurope, out tan dva gov«)miuitn., uetug 
uua*>r tae nocuuu ountrot ut j* rMUUnnara, 
Uitniat %varywa«rira appaariid, uui a suuouea 
uumueatation. 

unufer toe reign ot uua popa the bt. i>o- 
muuc ana bi. Jrrancia orutsra wt.r« touudea, 
wolca oecouM uie two pow«rtui ariua oi 
pop«>ooffl. JiTadartok it, amartmg uuaer loa 
ruiv OI thla pope, made an attempt to 
regain ctvU autoonty. Uregory IX, im?- 
4i> ana innocenh Ul ii;i44-»4i tnrew toalr 
entire force against l)t«dertck and depoaaa 
him. 

Papal tiuances get.ing iow, nuce waa used 
to repleniah tue popes coatsrs. iuigland 
became reailess, i)Ui tue struggle went on 
agawst Frederick. Cburibs ot ausuu was 
now maae King of Ulcliy and Napits, by 
the pope. France was oUeuded and forced 
the papacy asiae for a FrtiDch iiiug. The 
imperial power naving been lost. Boniface 
VUI (12»4-1303> placed hiniseif at the bead 
of tha empire. Tola roused the war spirit 
of both Franca and li:iigiaud; both refused 
to recognise popish rule. The popes officers 
desed Phillip IV, the French King, and ao 
brutally treated him that be died. Be- 
fore thla, Phillip procured the election of 
pope Clement V. of Anignon (1306-18). 
From thla time on for twenty years the 
papal oourt waa held In France. Thla agree' 
ing with the time of tha Jewish captivity, 
was, by popedom, atyled the Babylonian 
captivity. Hera we have the long struggle 
between the pope and the Emperor, Looia 
IV 

(To be continued.) 



000 IB BUT A HUMAN ATTRIBUTI. 

In a long winded article upon theological 
subjects, published in the Universallat Her' 
aid, at Canon, Georgia, A. W. Hubbard, ex- 
plains Ood by saying, "Thou shalt love! 
WhoT Ctod. Who U Ood?- The maater aald 
Ood la love, than thou ahalt love tove." 
Thla la very consoling for we now have it 
upon the authority of a profoadonal aky- 
pUot that god la not a paraon, not a thing, 
not an entity, hut a mare human attribute, 
a mere quality ot matter, aubject to change 
and decay. Thna do all gods go. 



RBA80N discovers there's only Folly In 
"WORBHIP." 



RBMOR8B hoMa no VALDS In compari- 
son with RBBBARCH. 



The firat step away from RBVBRBNCB la 
te nding towmrd OBTHRONIOBNT OT 
IITTB8. 
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Rejoinders To John T. Pearce 



•NOW« RKPLV TO PIAROI. 

FurtlMr Elucidation of tho iMuo In Contro- 
vorsy Concerning liWo Prephooy 
on tho MoMlait. 

(By A. A. Bnov.) 

lu the Uladoot Aug. SOtfa., under the head* 
iug Hear tbo Other Side" John T. Pearce 
an orthodox believer has put me In an awful 
ahabby condition and then left me right 
in eompauy with Dr. Bowles. 

Well if I don't succeed lu curing the 
wounds, ati a last resort, perhaps I can call 
on the doctur. I see he even gives the ed- 
itor a most ungracious slap for allowing 
my coniiiany. Uut in spite of bloody nose 
and black < yes I am glad to see the Chris- 
tian out, it is somettiing n<'W ior us fellows 
that live in ihe woods. Itiii I (au't possibly 
remain in ilie condition iln' Clirisiian has 
put nie; I must do something, whether it 
be to turn niy Itfi cheek also lo him or a 
thousand of brick. Anyway I will try to ap- 
pear as iilcasant at least as the Texan who 
■at on a biK red an; hill. So hi re ^ot's: 

Tt.e writer say.s I am a liliUKirring, sup- 
erficial reader' and, ' thai I <are little for 
facts, etc, " He nanies lliree ."-o called pro- 
phecies that I have maltnated. I will now 
follow him up and see whether or not he 
gets into any of iIh- mud holW Ib WhlOb ne 
claims to have found me: 

First .Micah :>:2. He says its fulfillment 
1b yet future. .I<sus is to coinf and gather 
together the ten lost trilies of Israel, etc. 
Now will he say that .lesus' birth at Hethle- 
hem is y< i future? I su|)posi> not since that 
would make th<- .\ew Teslaiu'ir. that Ik: Is 
(Iffi'iidiiig, mi-apply it Hut iIk sc ten tribes 
amalgamated with olhir peuph- and have 
become extinct. Is thcri- aii\ tiling blini(b r 
ing in this sort of ;ippli<atl(in of prophecy? 
Besides how Is Jesus to save Israel from tho 
Invading Assyrians who Iimm- also bi'cn ex- 
tinct for over 2nni' years ' If b.' will r< ad 
the whole chapter carefully h<' will s.-.- that 
the writer was In his day pn ini ing th.' pc o 
pie for that very warfare In which the Ueih" 
lehem prince was to take such a valorous 
part. Will he say that Jesus poses as a 
military general? The writer and the early 
Christians surely misapply this pretended 
prophecy. 

Second . Judges he says refers to 

Samson. Well doubtless he la right I 
never said it didn't. But the question fs 
how did the New Testament writers apply 
icT Matt. 2:23 says: "And be (Jeaua) came 
Mi «««lt IB • oltr aaltod Ntfwatli; tkat ft 



migat be fuluUed whicli was spokmi by the 
prophets. He staall be called • Naierlne. 
"Now you do not find the word Naaarwae 
spoken by a alosle prophet of the Blbte, 
uud if It had bean It would have had no 
meaning aa the city was unknown ontll af> 
ter Christ; bat if they meant 'Nasarlte' 
judges ia:5 above ia tbs oniy place It la 
used by a prophet; ao in either oaae the 
New Testament writers have made a great 
blunder which knoclu inspiration endways 
and Mr. Pearce blunders in following them. 
Judge Waite in his history of Christianity 
devo.iefll four pages — 5lu, 014, Au giviug 
proof that Jesus belonged to u sect of the 
Nazarltes (in substance the bame as that 
of Samson) and the city of Nazareth was 
named for him about lOU years afier in 
plu(< of hijn being called a Nasarene be- 
cause he dwelt in that city. Will Mr. Pearce 
show us the real prophecy of the Old Tea- 
tanifnt referred to and thus act a defender 
of the faiili in place of an iconoclast? The 
way he leaves matters the remedy would 
prove Worse than the disease. I think he 
uses good reason wiien he says that Judges 
can't ri'fer to .lesinj because It refers to 
.Samson. If he will nason that way con- 
cerning all the prophecies said to refer lo 
.lesus he will be a l-'reei hinker. .Many of 
f .ie so called |)ro|)hecit s| of Diivid said 
by Ihe .\ew Ti'staineul to ai)|>ly to J<'sus 
reli'r to lJa\iil liiin-i U and tlx' orthodox 
are forced lo adniii U ; to save the gosjiel 
ship from going down they claim Ihe same 
pr(.pliecy is a prediction of two different 
events; that is that it refeis to David and 
.le.sus both at the same time. And that 
the noied jiropliec.v in Isa 7:11 of the birth 
of a son by a virgin which l)> the .New Tes- 
tament is made to apply lo .lesus they admit 
Vi f( rs to a child to be born in the genera- 
lion of the propliet, but they say it refers 
lo .lesus also. This is a desperate wa.\- of 
get'ing on board but it is the only show, 
indeed Isriiel's prophets must be great fel- 
lowa; they k< ep talking down the ages; each 
echoing hill brings new ihouglits all from 
the same sentence. Some iiave <'\presued 
five or six diffeniit things all In the same 
words and we know not Ikjw muc-h more yet 
to be fulfilled. No wonder it takes an army 
of commentators to straighten us out. It is 
said that Jesus described the destruction 
of Jerusalem and the great .ludgment day, 
events thousands of years apart, all In the 
same words. Perliaps the high price In 
printing Inspired this ec( noniy of spwch. 

Third. He admits that Luke makes Jesus 
bom when Cyrenius was governor of Syria, 
but ummm that Hwot tk« QvMt wtm m 



the throne of Jndea at the same time. He 
claima 1 have blondered in getting the Her- 
oda nixed aa he aaya Paine did. With th« 
refereneea right before him thai I gave lie 
ahoiws lilmself "a blondtoring auperllatal 
reader." Trot oat all the Heroda you may. 
the following facta remain; Matthew malMa 
Jeaua bom when Herod waa Idng, Matt 
2:1. And that after Herod's death Ar- 
chelaus reigned. Matt 2:22. Now turning 
to my references in Josephus we have; after 
Htrod's death Archelaus reigned nine yeara 
und was banished wiien Judaoa was tmited 
with Syria for taxing purposes and CyreniUB 
was appointed governor with instructiona 
to enroll the people for the i)iirp08e of laz- 
ing them. See Josephus Antq. bk. 17 ch. 
13. and bk. 18. chap. 1. So Luke makes 
Jesus born more than nine, perhaps about 
eleven years after Matthew does. This Is 
a difficulty that the most learned of the 
orthodox admit they cannot straighten out 
Like the Levite 1 will leave Dr. Bowlea 
in his bruist d ci.ndiiion to take care of him- 
sell'. 1 liki to see the (|)c or out anyway, 
an l will be speciall.v delighted to see how he 
sipiirms win n in a corner, besitles, as you 
all see, 1 have mist ry enough at home and 
kinder like company. And so will say of 
the doctor in skeptical style, "Physician 
heal thyaalt" 



Criticism Offered Receives Commendation, 
but his Points get an Overhauling. 



( lt> William 11. <'o\.) 

.Mr. I'eaice wiiies one of Ihe best le'ters 
for a Cliiisiiaii that 1 have ever had the 
pleasure of icailini;; vet he. like all others 
of orihodiixy. believes In the divinity of 
.lesus Christ. 

Take away or destroy this <liviniiy ;inU 
there is no possible foundation for their 
faith. He says. "1 take no slock lu creeds' 
but were the facts of the case PTOPOrly 
slated it would be as follows: 
' ••("cncelved by .Mary, and born into the 
world; and is of the holy ghost, or of divine 
authority from Cod. who crefttaa all thiBga 
accoriling to his will." 

As a student, I will ask how well does this 
C'rod create? Is It not a fad that this sup- 
|H).sed birlh of Christ Is only a delusion 
taught by the I'rIosthood. to fasten upon 
mankind the dreat* superstition the WOlM 
has gone through with for ages? 

Again. I will ask, with all sincerity, If 
It was possible for a perfect god to create 
It was poaaibla lor a perfect god to create 
this earth aa w« aee it? What would be 
kla Mtft for kavlBg bon iato «Ma Ufa aM 



BLUE OBASS BLADE 
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world this rappoMd Mo. Jww Gbrlst. mhm 
bm tulljr knew beftHwhaiid that hit miMdafi 
on tbto MrUi would bo a dlwnal fUlnroT 
la It not N raoordad on avary hand that 
Uila miaaion liaa baan a total faUorot Ll8> 
tm to what ha aajra: **! oohm not on aarth 
to brtnf paaoo, hat a aword." And how wall 
this mandata has been tulflUed tha hnman 
famlljr todajr can baar witnaaa. 

▲ god that oooJd eraata thla and all other 
wonua would not hara to hava a mm bom 
of woman on thla aarth to damonatrata hia 
powara of oraatlon. And thla la ona of tha 
waakaat opota trf tha wbalrn thing. An all 
wlae and perfect "od would hava no oaa 
mt a radaoBMr of mankind aoeh aa Jaaoa 
Vhrlat If Ctod la a reaUtjr, then Jaana 
Chriat la a mjrth. And U Chrtat la a mjrth. 
what toondatton hava tha Chriatlana for 
thatar taltht la It not a ffeet thai It la toond- 
ad on thla fllmajr pratastT 

Thla plaoa of oloth waa cat and mada to 
lit an Infant ace, but tha world haa oatF 
grown It, and la now ready for ao m at bln g 
better in tta place. 

Again Mr. Paarca tmr*: 1 do not pratand 
to bellere In Qod or hla aon. Jaaoa Chriat, 
except apon tha wrlttan taatlnionjr of his 
Apoatlea." la It not a taot that ioma of his 
own ehoaen Apostles doubted him. just as 
I and thonaanda ot othara dot Tha very 
evidence on thla aabjaet la not dear or 
even food; and thla la exactly why ao many 
doabt tha whole atory. 

BvMenca that cannot be corroborated is 
not good avidenoe. And aa hia own choaen 
Apoatlea doubted hhn, I therefor* aay that 
faith tai Jeaua Chrtot reata on tha very 
pooreat Und of taatlmany and atrldanoe. 

And agatai he aays: "Ton could not go 
Into eoart and prove your own birth without 
the aid of oral or written taatlmany." Thus 
ha takea the mythical birth of Christ and 
compares It to the birth ot every living 
person; and yet, our parentr teatl^ orally 
every day to our birth. Thay dotho, fOed 
and educate ua. and give the very beat of 
evidence that our btarth la not a fhke or a 
joke. 

Thla puts the queatlon back where I left 
It; and I will aak. what. If any. oral taatl- 
many hava wo that Mary, tha mother ot 
Chriat, ever claimed him to be th* son ot 
the holy ghoat? Tha testimony we hava la 
not Mary'a. but that of the Apoatlea. As 
their testimony Is ahady, It puta • pallor 
ot doubt over the whole question. 

I honestly believe that If the redemption 
story of the New Teatament had never been 
known the world wo Inhabit today would 
be 2.000 yeara In advanoo ot what sha la. 
Thla thing haa retarded the progreaa of 
the world and kept the hnman fhmlly hi 
soperatltkm and fear. Thla wholo thing la 
on egg Uild by the old hen ot RaoM. ahd 
hatched by a rotten priesthood, whose hla- 
tory la as dark as mUnli^t and aa bhiody 
aa a dMgiitarlMWt. 



Th strangest thing to me la -how ao 
many good, honest poop\o can be hypnotised 
mto this faith — to believe the New TesU- 
ment story as bdng the truth, the holy 
truth, and nothing but the truth. There 
are multltudea who believe the story to be 
b m in Iniquity to enslave both mind and 
body. In all tha paat agea adenoe has 
crept stow'y and aurely to the front; and 
elie will aurely, In the future put this rag- 
baby of theology where It belon gs a mong 
th* relics of the Dark Ages. 

lue whole creation story of Genesis Is 
an extremely weall thing when viewed 
With eyee that are not orthodox. It la no 
bet ter than the atory of the Mohammedans 
in their Koran, and not half as good aa the 
same atory of the Hindoos. When we 
search through rellgloua history to find the 
truth, the story becomee still more weak- 
ened and falls to pieces from Its own 
weakness and stupidity. And how long, 
how hmg, aa Dr. Bowles says, will man 
sttll batteve It? 



fllPLY BY MRS. I. PRIIMOTT. 



1 would like to correct a few misiakes 
made by John T. Pcaroe In his ar.icle in 
the nine (inuss lilade of Aimust SOth, en- 
iilled -llear the Other Side. 

lie says ihat Micah n 2 retera to the aec- 

ond coniint; of Christ. 

Iiow ilo.'s .Mr. I'earce know this? 'PluTe 
is noi an atom of evidinie lo show that it 
refers f .lesus at all. iuid llieie IS evidence 
uriher on in verses .'> und i'> 'o show that 
it refers to some cne else. It says, "this 
man (who should come from Itethleliem) 
shall he the peace,' e'c, helween Ulc je>V8 
rnd .Vssyrians. And a^aln in verse j, 
'They shall waste the land of Ass>ria wi . 
the sword. " etc. Did .lesus niiike peace 
between the Jews and any other nation" 
N(). 'Pile .\ssyr ans as a n ilion had no 
existence for sevt ral hundred years prior 
lo lin' hirth of Jesus; and as lo .lesus re 
iuriiin>; at some time In the liiiure for the 
pur|M)se of thrashing the Assyriaus, how 
does that harmoniaa With the "Prlno9 ot 
l'» ace" theory? 

Why does .Mr. I'earce call Christ the 
"Princt of Peace"? Jesua himself said, 
"I oanie not to bring peace, but a sword." 

Mr. Snow did not soy that Judges 13-5 
referred to Chriat, bnt only that the New 
Tea'ament references did so. If Mr. Pearce 
lias a reference Bible and will turn to 
Mattliew 2-23, he will see that the Bible 
translators made that passage refer back 
to Jndgaa lt-6 aa a prophecy of Chrlat's 
birth. 

Mr. Pearea alao atatoa thai Herod too 
Great waa allvo whan Jaaua was bom, but 
falla to give aay proof. If Herod was aUve 
at tha ttane of Jeaua' bhrth (as stated by 
Matthow) Jaona wm aot born whMi Oyro- 



folua was governor of Syria cas atated by 

Lake). 

Let me give Mr. Pearce the proof. The 
successor ot Herod the Great was not 
Herod Antipas. as Mr. Pearce says, but 
Arehelaus, the son of Herod the Great. 
He ruled nine years and in the tenth was 
banished by Caesar to Vienna. Arehelaus' 
country was added to the province ot Syria 
and Cyrenlus waa sent from Home to uke 
charge of toe whole province, and settle 
up the estate ot Arehelaus. It was at this 
time that tne taxing took place under Cy- 
renlua of both Jews and Syrians, full ten 
or twelve years after Herod's death. See 
Josephus Ant. books IT and l'^. 

Mr. Pearce mentions tiie d< atli of John 
the itaiitist. If he will read Ji sepiius Aui. 

b(M)k is, chai)ler .■). he will s. tlia ^ii 

was not heheiiued for the cause giveu In 
the New Testament. Mr. Pearce has ac- 
cusul Mr. Snow of binnj; a suiierticial read 
er, but if .Mr. Piarci- will read .loseidius 
even superhciaily he will tiiul tliat tlie whole 
story of John. Philiii and Herodias, as lold 
in the .sew lestameni. is false. 

l.ack of space forbids kiciini; into details 
in this article i)ne more point and I am 
done. .Mr. I'earce chall<iii;es Frielhiukers 
to i)rove tha' the Cliri.-' iaii.< ev er pt^rse- 
cuted any one prior to the fourth century. 

.Now let me give Mr. Pearce a challenge: 
Let him prove from authentic sources that 
there was any such thing as a Christian 
church prior to Constantino's time. If Mr. 
Pearce were nut suob a superficial reader, 
he would have discovered enough at least 
to have aroused bis suspicions that no da* 
pendence whatever can be placed upon any 
literature that has come to us from and 
through the hands ot the Ca bolic Church. 
And if BIr. Pearce had studied a little fur- 
ther he would have discovered that Con- 
st antbM was tne originator of tbe Christian 
religion, by uniting all the contending 
faiths in the Roman Empire: the Essenes, 
score of others. The amalgamation of all 
tiiese faiths produced what Is today called 
Christianity. 



Doilr'i Bek. 

"Deae automobiles are a nuisance," 

jrrowled Dusty Dennis, as he frowned at a 

pjissiii;_' toiiiiiiir car. 

"What 's lie mailer, |iai<l V askc.l Criltv 
Oeori;-e. •'One ot' <lem iiiii Voii ilnwn.'' 

"No, hut last niiilit (lev (iiit tne in a cell 
will a cliaiilVeiir. ami I couldn't sleep for 
tie smell of ^^^solille. " ('liicai;o News. 

THE ONLY BSA80N. 

There waa ones a motorist who waa 
never heard to lie about the speed of his 
aor. H* waa dumb. 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 

By m.11. PO..P.M $i.6s .„ advance Most important smong theM> are the following: 

rul wSl ■XsniljfnSTwSt hi *1?im'T?Si&l3uMii "Ttr itt ^' organization of l.K-al secular dubs under the 

"^Tt&I^MbMM^fiMb U Mnte Mr matk. auspices of tbe Buekeyc Secular Union. 

VwnlmtSSBI^Sma. ptt tfm Z vEw par jrwr. Tiie su<^'<>'estion <>f a plan for Sunday maetiagl M Ottt- 

AOVIRTISINQ RATBS. ^'"''^ '^^T*"^ 

On* Inch. sInKle column. I Ineertlon. 60 cento; one month, or fOW ^' '^^^ establishment of a IcctUre bureail VOida the 

'"•'l^rr?;.r"c?.1u.*',',^ ,?ro'n.'?2'bo!'rn. month. UM; .u *™P»«» Materialist Associatiou. 

"""'^•^Tf *^irnin?' wh^o.r coYum°^. or ur,er «ivertiM».nu M .»Mi.i ^ P«>P08ition now under consideration by the Di- 

""xh^.'IMnKrllS-tll, Halit Ml, .a •ir.U.MM.t. ]f""->-i""i^t Association fur .he puhlication, 

ott'Tea. Ill look lorui, of a general symposium on the god and future 

OBNBRAL aumNBaB RULBB. Uf e qiMftiflBa. 

AIX RUB8CRIPTION8 to tbo Blade will bo diaoonUnued at the 

•zplration oT tho term for which the ■ubaertptlon baa been paid * a^at mvmy n*nM 

up In advanoo. Tho addreaa slip on the paper wlU ahow aub- lOQAl. SKOULAB 0LVB8. 
■eribora tho dato of oimiration of aubociiptlon. Back numbers, 

or Bumbera omlttad wtif be aent, If asked for upon renewal In i liis tsiiould lu; dune w licicvcr two or thnn; Preethinken 

oaaa of 4ftitltit1wninTT i <• 

BHOULD ANT 8UB8CRIBBR chance hla or her addreaa. advlae thie <">>li >>(> found iu ouc coninumity. No expense need tO be 

TH^^mcS'^JSIIu^tk^^^ North Lime- i>'. urn d. The meetings could be held in the homes of its 

iS%J^T\iSSrSS!o£r*^' *• **" members, alternately, each Sunday, and friends should be 

mm Bl<ADB la anterd at the Poataflto* at Lastiwlaa, XaatMlqr, M invited to attend. Eleot officers consistini; of a chairman 

aecond-claas mailing matter. . i i i i i 

ADDRESS ALL CO-MMiMCATioNS TO TWB BUJ» OBABB BUUm " ^<'<'retary-trea«Urer, wliu sh-nild. iui;ct !ier, prepare 

P. o. Box Ml. Lexincton, Ky. - a program for each meeting. .Music, rcailiiigs and literary 

compositions could he used lu guud advantage and harmless 

THE EDITOR INVITED TO LEOTUEE. J^f^Jr ^"5 « ^^^^^ ^o"^*^ ^ ff^^^- 

Ihe omoers of the Buckeye Secular Union propose 

Since returning from tlic c<inventiun, and tli<: suhse(pient P"^b this plan of urgaiii/atiun, i>sue chartera 
leot\ire trip through Ohio, the iJladu'.s editor has been in- '"' dispensati<ins tmui the parent hudy and desig- 
vited to lecture at different points in Indiana and Illinois, f'"<"b <duh hy a uuiiiIkt in the chronological order of 
Owing to the demand for liis services in tbe Blade office it ^'>^'>^ organization. The current Froethought press and lit- 
is a difficult matter to get away for any length <rf tiniB. In erature, embellished by readings iiom Paine, Ingersoll, and 
any e\ < iit, not more than two wedcs at ons tine eoald be others, would furnish abundant material to niake these msetp 
devoted to such purposes. attractive. 

We are now considering the advisability of making siicii -Nor should this wurk he confined to tlio State of Ohio, 

a venture about the last of November and the first of Decem- ''iit it should Iw iniinediately extended to all otlior States, 

her. If a snffieient number of convenient appointments can l>i tbis relation it is gratifying to know that Parker H. 

Im; Kscured to justify the expense of Mn(;h a trip. tbeJnvita- Sercombe, of Tomorrow Magazine, has volunteered his ser- 

tions already received will.U; accepted. Otherwise they will vice to aid in establishing similflr organizatiouK in Wiscon- 

have 1(» l)c deferrc'I indrfiiiite!\. -i" '"'d .Michigan, wiiilc the uiliccr- <d" ihe IJucAcye Secular 

Freethought friends in both of the Statcti named who I'nion will render assistance along the same lines in Illi- 

oould arrange for lectures, and desiring them, are requested nois. If carried on witli energy and enihusiaM>; there is no 

to OMnmunioate with the Blade as soon m possible as rot reason why such organizations should not bo effected in 

n:ore than two weeks, or twenty dayn can ;*pnrtvl from the ""ch of the States named. 

office at one time. As only a limite<l nuinher •>! af)f'oInt- in ilie lir--i place every {''roelhinker in Ohio uiight tO 

ments can he accepted, those first received Miust be given get iu harness and push the State I'nion alun;;- As an ii^ 

hist consider.ition and the route can thon be made up and ceutive to sucii work tlio iilade will gladly publish all in- 

dates fixed One, or two, lecturas e6uM be given at several formation oonoeming local clubs and their work and will 

different places, and these, aided by a liberal <}u,>fly of Frae- undertake once each month, to i)uhlish an aoconnt of its 

thought literature for free distribution, will undoubtedly niceiings. Such a system wouhl enable Fretithinkers in 

prove of incaleulable benefit to tbe cause we advocate. every State to know what otlier Freethinkers arc doing and 

WritB Bt onoB if Ton wiah Oia propi^puidB. feel flaoounted to do likewise. With a seetioa of StaiM 
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thuB organized, iind each State o^anization well backed by 
local clubs the i)i iis{)cct8 will become cheering indeed. 

TJir. wi:M).\y mi.i.hnc.s. 
On this siihjcct hut little nvvi\ lie sniil in thi -c (•oliiiiins. 
The Blade has already published Jdrs. Blivcu'a plaua for 
Sunday nieetin|i;s and if these are utilized aa they should 

tlicy will Mpplv i'i|n;illv to locnl scciil;!!- clnli- nr to inpct- 
iugs liclil untie T tlie iiu>[)ii'('s ot' llie .Mate ri;ilist Assoeia- 
tion. 

The Blade heartily cuuuiieuds the siij^gestinn- ulVcred by 
Mrs. Bliven and expresses the hope that in the near future 
it may be able to publish a report that 8om';boily, some- 
where, has .put these snggustions into practical operation. 

THE LECTURE BCREAC. 

Actiiiy; ii|inii the siii;jic>t imi nivcii in the rcjiurt of h".Ii/,a 
Mowry Bliven, Seeretury <»f the .Matcriali-^l \>sociatiiin, 
given at the recent oonveutiuii, and afterwar !- ajipearing 
in the Blade, the convention adopted and ratified liic plan 
to place the Editor of the Blade in charge of the iuoixi.-imI 
Lecture Hurt au. a position accepted with considerable hes- 
itation and mis<^iving. 

That a l.eeture Bureau is needi-d, none will deny. That 
it could bo made of utatc-rial beuetit to the cause, must be 
readily admitted. The first essential is to sei-ure a suffi- 
cient nunduT of (lualitied lecturers, men and women who 
are capahle of a clear |>r(-ientatiou, in |Mil)lie, of the prin- 
ciples we aiK cKMic, and aMc tn dcfcuil tlicni ai^aiusl ill who 
daro to qiiestiou or assail. But few cau lie found, at this 
time, who possess these qnaliiieatoiu-;, Imt ihc Blade hopes 
and eK|)ect8, through the medium of its Corespondence 
School, to be able to supply ilic necessary matorinl for such 
a prMpai;auila, ami lliis was tin priucip.il nl.itci we hail 
ill view in starting it. I'nder the circumstances, it was 
timely, that such a step should have been taken by the con- 
vention, and if necessary assistance cau be assured tlie Lec- 
ture Bureau should become a suocesa. 

It will he realized, however, that we must first secure the 
If. iurcrs. To wait for the School to produce them must 
ucccssarilly cause delay. \e\l in line is a sutlieient nuudier 
of local societies, or iudividiials, in diU'erent parts of ilio 
country, ready and willing to engage them. Lecturers . an 
l)c of no avail without the opportunity of getting before 
the public. To this end a general co-operation is essential. 
Tlin>e who are capahle of lecturing- mu>t lict in tourii with 
Freethinkers, and the latter, wherever, possihle, should or- 
ganize a sort of dub so that they eoidd he reached on short 
notice and arrangements made for a lecture. Two lecture 
meetings each year from the travellii^ lecturers would do 
an immense amount of ijood and with such eluhs in uumy 
|)arts of each State all the lecturers coidd Iind employment. 

As an incentive to such a propaganda we comnu'iid the 
plans of the Buckeye Secular Union. This is a centrally 
organized body. President George O. Roberta, is now un- 
dertakin^' the woric of organizing local clubs under its aus- 
pices in diffeiient localities in Ohio. With but little work 



these clubs could bestow a powerful support on the central 
body and all be made mediums through whi»;h lecture or 

])latt'orm w^rk cnM lie uiade effective. It w iuld also cre- 
ati a di\ i-jou lit' laluT and expense, the Imrden I'du^- sliared 
liy many iu-lead of falliuii' upcu a ftnv. 

Krceiiinujiht can nudvc no serious gains without a syste- 
nuiiic propaganda. Ilap-hazard work produces only hap- 
hazard results. Such methods can produce no permanent 
good. At best they are merely spasmodic and temporary. 
Our cau?e lieiuir educative we must, perforce, secure edu- 
cated men and women to e.\i>oun;l its principh s. It is not 
necessary to be an orator. True, oratory proves attractive 
to many but a comprehensive knowledge of the truths of 
Frecthouglit coupled with careful expression, will be suf- 
Kcicnt. It is not e\i ry man nr woman who can make ora- 
tors. Yet. most of them are caiiaMc of telling what ihev 
know. 

Jf ihe projiosed Lecture Bureau is to heeome a fact and 
made of any otiect, persons who are able au»l willing to en- 
gage in the public lecture work should send in their names 
cither to Secretary Bliven, or the Blade office, and a list 
prep;'reil and ki |it standing. At the -ame tinu' a li>t of 
avaikiMe Micicties, eluhs, or individuals wherevir arrange- 
ment- can l>c made for such lectures, should he listed and 
(he leeiiircrs put in communication with them. This is a 
gigantic undertaking, but with the experience we have had 
in tins character of work, wi' feel we can succi'ssfully man- 
age it if we can gi t the a.->i>tauee of all willing workers. 

( >ruaui/.ed societies can arrange i"or lectures at almost any 
time, i he>e are always prepared. Not so, however, where 
no stxricty exists. Still most every community that can 
hoa-i a half dozen, or more of active Freethinkers can ar- 
range for lectures if they but go at the undertaking in the 
riiiht way. In the first place there should lie no charge for 
a<luii— ion. Kir-t Mcure your lecturer. The ne\t step is 
to yet dates and suhjei-ts of the proposed lectures. Arrange 
these things tirst. The next step is to secure tlio hall, or 
place of meeting. The court house, school house, or even a 
lari'.e -lore P'oui, will prove available and, as a rule, these 
can I'c had at little expense. Now adverti.-e ilu' lectures 
uell through the medium of the local papers and liy hand- 
bills »»r posters. Invite all tlie orlliodox u'enihers of the 
comniimiry to attend. These are the people we want to talk 
to UK Wortl your announcements so as to attract and 
not oiTcnd. N'ow l>egiu to raise the expense by voluntary 
coutrihulion ainong Freethinkers. A little fn ni each will 
make up a fair sum and no burdens have been put on any- 
one. 

The-c -uirgesiiousareotferudfor the purpose of creating 
a di-.cu--i"n upon the aubjci't,upon the hypothesis that from 

., iiudtitcde of couu-el, wi-doni nuiy he found, and if any 
reader of the IJhule has u better plan do not hetjitate to let 
it be known. 

-nii: SYMPOaiOlC BOUK. 

*At iii-*t glance this may appear the least iuiportaut of 
the quartette of iuggeatiooa herain diaeusaed, and yet, after 
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due rcllfctinii it iiin.v be estimated as being of frroat value. 

The proposition, brii-Hy stated, is to invite seventy-five, 
eighty, or one-hundred, Materialists to contribute to a lym- 
posium on why they do not believe in god or a future life. 
This would make a book of about two-luindrc'l ])aii-es. It 
could be printed bv voluntarv contrilmf ion, eve n the svin- 
posiuni w^ittTs juininir. iniil f.tdi cmmi riimidr t" tlic cost of 
publication could be given a pro rata number oC copies for 
free distribution. With such a number writini^ upon such 
subjects, and giving reasons for the particular faith that is 
in them, it must start others, who read it, to thinking for 
themselves, and this is the way by which Freethinkers are 
made. 

This matter is i>nl_v under consideration, as yet, but if 
the Directors of the Materialist Association are accorded 
proper and necessary support, it can be a successful medium 
of i)ro|)afranda. 

1 "he Hla<lf' is au open forum and it would like to have a 
niore ireiu ral diseussion among its readers on the nibjeets 
here treated. 



MORAL LAMENESS. 



Who are llie niorallv lame? 

The preachers and thost; who blindly and subserviently 
follow them in their theological ravings. 

In a recent sermon. Rev, Frank M. Silsley, of Pittsburg, 
Pa., attributes the present condition of serfdom, of indus- 
trial ill, to a lack of rev<-rence for tlie name of Je~iis, and 
urges, by ini]ilication, that a more general aceei»tanec of 
.Jesus, and His ])ower to save, would remove all barriers to 
the happiness of the race, now existing, and reduce sin and 
crime. 

For two tlu)usand years the name of Jesns has been a by- 
word. It has been on every li|i in Christendom. It was the 
prompting motive for all and yet, sin and crime grew and 
flourished until Christendom became a veritable oes»-pool 
of immorality. Professors of this same Jesus were among 
the worst of criminals and by their fearful example wrought 
a sad moral havoc among their followers. Tli" higher and 
better education, which dii w nicu and women i'roni tliis 
Jesus, broke the pall of horror that hung upon the fair face 
of Earth, and it is just in proportion as education advances 
that the very name of Jesus will become one of the myths 
hatched during the mental childhood of the race. 

Hut read. Kev. Silsley said, among other things, aS re- 
ported: "It is natural for a wan to be seltiah, vain, am- 
bitious, mean, but it is not natural for him to be • Ohris- 
tian." 

Then Christianity is a lie! 

Acceiiting the above ilictum concerning nuin's moral 
nature it becomes a <leiiberate insult lo the intelligence and 
wisdom of the creator. 

If Christian theology be true then it is inevitable that 
Christian belief must be natural to man. Otherwise the 
jilan of the creator is set at naught. This preachers rciis- 
ouiug has got side-tracked. As iu Adam all sinned means 



nothing to liim. if all did not sin through .\daiu, then the 
Christian teadiing i> false. At ilie ^aml■ liiuc ilicre was 
no necessity for a redeemer. Through Adam'ri alleged sin 
the Christian scheme of salvation was natural and inevit-. 
able and must, perforce, be natural to num. If sin be nat- 
nral to nnm then god connnitted a mon-^trous crime when he 
made him and ga\c liini :i -inl'ul nature. 

Till.; i/rouchcr't, premises are wrong. 

pilau's natural trend is toward goodness. Were it other- 
wise the law of development would be a farce — a mistaka 
If evil is natural to man it is a terrible indictment against 
aii\ inielli^< lice wlio ga\c him life and being. 

'i'he law I'f judgre^s, of de\ clopment, is ever upward and 
onward. Here and there, on hi^lory's great paue, nuiy ap- 
pear cycles of depression and .obstruction, but the general 
trend is upward. In this relentless march, worse than Sher- 
man's famous nuirch to the sea, an<l Tuorr- destructive, cus- 
lom and creed, deity anil doi:uia, lielief anil bible, jiricst and 
lireaciicr, luu-l be rnlldes^ly destroyed, tirst sinking into 
myth and legend, ultimately to fade and die, gone forever 
from the mind of man. 

Here wo liave the bright jdiilosophy of Froethought in 
startling contrast with the Christian system. Freethought 
looks to the good there is in human luiture for future haj' 
pine.ss. Christianity looks lo vice and sin as a means of 
self-aggrandizement 

If it is natural for man to be sinful, vicious and mean, 
how can any preacher reconcile the idea with the doctrine 
of infiinte love t 



HERBERT SPENCER IN MEMORIAM. 



Special attention of onr readers is directed to the poem 
which appi-ared in oui' la-t. i — ue <Mini'erning the refusal of 
ilie authorities of Westminster Abbey, London, Knglnnd, 
to permit a tablet to be placed in that edifice to liie memory 
of Herbert S])encer. The poem was sent to us by Mrs. 
Henry with a request for its publication, first appearing 
in the Overland Monthly, a magazine published at San 

]• "raiicisco. 

It iia- lici ii well said that men live by deeds, not by Hg" 
ures uj)ou the dial of a clock. Uood deeds, heroic deeds, 
furnish better and more lasting monimients than marble 
or bronze, for no great thinker can ])ossibly die so long as 

his thoughts continue to roll down thv ages. The church 
Would like to claim Spencer, and some of its advocates haW 
e\en gone >o far as to assert and maintain that in his works, 
Herbert Spencer hail simply unfolded the int ricat*' |)lan8 of 
deity, but the church militant, orthodox and uuyieldini^ 
as evidenced by the tablet episode above mentioned, shows 
that if i< not yet prepared for that marked ndvanoenent 
ami cli:inj;e which alone can save it from destruction. 

.More people, who can understand Spencer, believe in 
him tliun can be found believing in the church creeds and 
doctrines. Spencer does not need a tablet in Westminster 
Abl>ey to keep hi-; memory alive, and while the name of 
Charles Darwin udorus its walls, a big concession for the 
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clnircli to inakc, llic inciiiorv nf 8|M-ncer will lie perpetUftted 
hy thinking people in spite of Westminster Abhej. 

The poem is beautifuly expressive of this sentiment and 
the Blade gladly gives it a place for reinrodiiotion in ita 
columns. 



UKLIGIOX AM) TIIK FCTI KF. 



Sectarianism has its virtues as well as its vices, but with- 
al, the latter, to a great extent, ontweijfh the former. 

The bitter striij^gle botwocii tlic sects for ixiMic |iiiti-<iii;ii;c. 
for political rpcofniltion as iii;iiiiist cacli other, for prd'er- 
iiieiil of an exclusive ciiaraeter, tontl to |>r<)<lnc(' some slight 
iiiiprovement in creeds ami t'ormnlas so ms to conforiii to 
the changing modes of thonulii mid piiMic oiiiiiioii. and in 
this manner, may it be truthfully said, that souic little prog- 
ress ia shown. Were it not for the continual strife and 
friction, tlie liostile |inlilic criticism, creeil rev isions mig^t 
not lia\c lakcn place for eeiiliiries vet to come. 

Daiiiicr, however, arises from the fact, liial oiil of this 
strife public interest is too frequently made subservient to 
the interests of the dominant sect. Oiven the necessary 
power through the political influence of its adherents, the 
tendency is to so legislate in its favor to the exclusion of all 
other seels, hy intriirne, trick ami cscry known ilc\ ic(> that 
liuniuu inu<'nnit\' can invent. l""or this reason the Free- 
thinkers, stamlin}^ upon the sacred memories of the fonna- 
ive period of our country's great history, stand watch and 
guard for the purpose of circumventing any and all en- 
croachments iij)on our national liberty. 

The points here snfir<^csted derive eon-^iileralilc strength 
from the proposed political (•onstitntion I'or the Turliish 
empire. Mohamnieilans look npon the inno\:ilii.n w ith a sn- 
prcme satisfaction, hnt the Cliristian | rc-ideiit in 

the empire talce the blackest possible view of the situation. 
Through the Literary Digest we learn that one, J. B. 

Cro/.ier. writing' in the London Haily Mail, upon llic " Kc 
lifriou of the l'"uture," argues that '■political harmony mn 
not he haseil ii|ion an admixture of anlai;o!ii>i ic cihmmI--, 
colors, and codes of social morality" and yet hu follows up 
that opinion with the further statement that »uch admix- 
tures nniy be permitted by tlie governmental authorities, 
l)rovided that the jtowers of government will rigidly and 
fearlessly see that "strict justice is done alikr to all the 
races and crcetls coiicerned, without fear or favor." ; 

Construing this statement, as the writer evidently intendtj 
ed it, and realizing that the Christian element will be in i 
small minority under the new regime, the "strict justice^ 
is inferred to mean that whicli will inure ti> t!ie (^hristian 
sects a degree of liherly and license which these same Chris- 
tian sects have strenuously denieil to the pcojile of other 
religious creeds. In other words, it is an insistence upon 
certain favors and privileges which they have m-ver been 
willing to grant themselves when in the overwhelming ma- 
jority. But if there is to be a "religion of the future" grow 
out of the mw order of things in the Turki-h empire, it is 
a safe assumption that it will not be u (Christ iun religion in 



the slightest regard, for the Turkish ])eople ha\'e l)een in too 
close contact with the militant forces of Christi.inity to ever 
adopt that religious system in preference to their own. 
If we nniy judge fnrtlier hy the interview of the Turkish 
ambassador to the I'nited States, jireviously commented up- 
on hy liic iiladc, l*'recihoni;ht will have th(» a-c< iidancy an<l 
this practically means a systennitic dropping of all creetls, 
by whatever name known or practiced. 

Taking the furliier statements of ilic -amc writer it would 
seem that he is unaldc to foresee aM\ aufefuii'llt hetwecn 
ilic peoples of diifcrenl nations hy rea-on <if the admixtun^ 
of races, including in this category the negro problem in 
Aniericn.the Jewish problem in Kussin and on the European 
continent, the mixture of races and creeds in Austria- 
Ilimgary. the religious dissensions of Ireland, India and 
ulher eonntries. 

I Suiumiug up the entire situation the Blade concludes 
[I that the future will know no religion, no creed, no system 
■ of despoIi:i!i.,n throuii:li the fear and sentiment of the hu- 
man min«l. Die future will he free from all such degrading 
influoheiia and human society governed by truly scientific 
principles. 



Tin- tirst of October will soon be here. Many promises 
and pledges were made upon our proposition to increase 
the circulation of the Blade. Winter reading will soon be 
wanted and now is the time to get your friends taking the 

Blade. 



IJev. Charles Aked. the Fniili^h |ircachcr Miiported hy 
John I). KockctVllcr, declares ai;aiu-i an c\cc>si\e liti'ralism 
regarding the bible, and insists iliai ;i .-..u-iam ly u,rowing 
dangcf to Christianity comes from such a source. Abolish 
the Hwralism anrl yott abolish the bible. Once the right is 
granted to mm lo revi~e, alter and c\i)lain the word of i;c"I 
and it b<'comi - the merest liction, its alleu'ed <livine i^iiiilance 
is destroved. .\iid this is preci-tdy |o what the liiMe i~ com- 
ing. Men no longer accept it as the literal word of god 
and d^ its authority. The end of Christianity is within 
sight <; 

***»»• 

Writing of the r«'sult of our recent lecttires in McCon- 
uelsville, Oliie. a I'rccthiiikcr -ays; ••^'oll have l)een as the 
pro\*erbial hull in the i;."] china shojt up iicrc. The air is 
ringfng yitb your praises and your condemnation, as yon 
can seaqPy imagine. You have run the Freethinkers out 
of tie yfipih and the orthodox into them. I never suspected 
iherc were -o nianv douhting Thonnises in this strip of 
timher." Aide to fully rc:ili/t' tlu' source from whence the 
'•I'oudeninatiou" cmimatc--. wc arc jiroiic to hM.k upon even 
that as ptai'*''- «\ idcnt that the lectures have not been 

in vain. ' Here is another instance in favor of Freethinkers 
a-sertiuix tl luselvcs to let their full strength be made 
known. Come out of the woods. 
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A Suggestion to 



A ttm Tlieiighto Fr«m A FratUilnlur Who 
MiiavM Hfimt of Mir T«ict Melw 
•MWtf Not Iw ^mnOvrnt 

(By iTruikUn H. UmMU} 
PrMiimlBC IBM our Mtiutants ot UM 
Blwlei CorMiiiwiidwnM Hoiiool ar* ItM- 
UUbiunw and tuontor* not aMoluMly boaad 
to any purOeiuar Text-book form of Uiiiik* 
Ins, 1 would b« glad to make a f«« aug- 
gwiUoiui for tlialr cunudaraUon, boforo thejr 
•MWtoT ta« aiMfeUona la Aatnmomjr, U it 
la not vrMiUBlns too much. 

Tao loliowuic appeara to nw to ba aoma 
ot ilia aood raaaooa wiijr tbara la a pro- 
oaaaMB ot aoUd mattar, la tlia aolar uratam, 
•iwaya on Ita wajr to. and faltlnt Into tha 
Mm. 

1. TJm planata nova aioond tha Bun, 
wblcb provaa to ma that tliejr muat.ba fail- 
ing, if not falling, wliot otlmr iioaalbia foroa 
oan oomjMi uusm to movat 

i, 'i'oa mataamatioal ratio ot tha dla- 
tancM ot tow luanats from tHa ann, ataowa 
Uiat tiiay an gradually oonung down and 
gaiwug avtad aa Uiey tall, waioJi Ineraaaaa 
tbalr oisa.rltagal foroa and tboa eliacka tbalr 
avvroaofl, m a raguiar ratio. 

<L Toa ma aamaticai ratio ot tba apaad 
with wuicu titvy irav«)i around tiia aun, 
aaows uai la^^)/ moai ba falling and tlm, 
aa tbey gain apafcd tn«y aiao Kain centri- 
fugal force, wmcli nevbg<>arily caecks their 
approach to the aun In a regular ratio. 

4. The moona obey tba Mma lawa. In 
falling to thiir reiipfecJve planata Wltb tba 
Mme iiiaLlieiiiatical precUlon, tbat the plan- 
ets obiy in (alllug to the sun, both as to 
Bpted and diaianco, snowing couclubively 
that bLy arc ccuiliig duwii again in an 
orbit, aa the gaa w> ui un, and itie law ot 
gravity i^ovtrnd their tailing and canirifugal 
force iiiiil uoL tlie cliauce and *hff g*'*g 
mind ot any god or devil. 
■ 6. Ttie orbit's of Enke'a comet, Fay's 
comet, Saturns rings , ihe moon and the 
palnet Mercury, art- now absolutely linown 
to be Bhorttnlng their orbi.s, which Is posi- 
tive proof tliut all »ulid uiuuer in the solar 
system is gradually falling in an orbit to tba 
aun and gaining apaad and oahtrltttgal forea 
aa it falla. 

6. The eclipses «<f tba moon and sun, aa 
ohronlchd by the Chinese, tbouaanda of 
ytara before the Christ Ykrn, are aevarai 
daya different from what they ahduld ba 



Students 



of Our School 

if the mobn nad taeu Immji in Ita preaeui 
orol^ 

i. Tnere oan ue no duuut in inu uunu 
of a i» roauunater, u st>«nu to ma^ tnat luc 
iww yaar anouta aud tortuariy dui, o«gui 
upon tne day mat tne aun atariao uorin, 
waan man urat utgan to nieaaura time uy 
nguiaa, but tnat uttaaurad tuna baa over 
lappad ruai time, aa the aiMrtlia orbit auuri- 
«u«>d. Haul now, atur uuuud tnouaanda ui 
years, new yearn aay cornea a week later 
tuau ine real oegiiuiing uI the new year. 

H. Tne sun U not loaing iu heat aa faai 
as it aoould, if It were not tad by tha oon- 
iinual tailing mailer. 

y. The ttunupuiti and great exploslona ou 
the sun, show ihai solid matter Is contin- 
ually falling into ii, aud being quickly heal 
ed mlo gas WJilch occupies leub ot Ihuu 
bauds ol tlmea more space iljuii when li 
leli into the 8UU an iiibiuui betoie, luakiug 
grealer lieai wiiilIi is lorce (ileal, elecinc- 
iiy, ligal, tlc.j aiiU muvea niuiiueiic needles 
ai lue earlli, us bouu as the iiupuise iroiu 
llicm rtaciiLS it tiglii iiiuiuies laler. 

iu. \» -eu a (,c lUB lul uoUy tiuvels uruund 
Its center m an i iiii>iilui orijii, it eaius 
Slated as it ujiiiiuuclies iU, iieuresl tiieii 
iieliouj curve and lu.si s spi etl al i raises 
again, or apitioaci.i s its IuilIrsI tuijlieliou) 
curve, 'ilus IS iiioii iioiicciMe iu lie cas( 
ul I'oiiiei.s, ln(ausi- i lioir orbits are more 
I iui.gaii d lhau ilie urbiis ot any olUoi lv- 
i( . iiai bodiaa which oome under our obaar> 
valion. 

11. I'liere is a bi ll of nebulous iialchi S 
•at lib'..! aiiKi" .s to the .Milky Way, whicli 
iou ijerci'ive biiiiKs ii on the jilane oi llie 
suu s ecjuator, lar beyond Xejdunes orb!', 
whicn are known to Chanel; ilnir iiositioiis 
and tonus. 'I'.'i s i. the ijosition m puce 
which tne Solar sy.siein's a( ive bell ot nio 
lion should oci nin. to cdnili use ihe suu.-' 
gas hack iii!u .1 ui mi^ u. ' ■ dUI a,' I 

reform it into m w uorUl.s ami liio^ ns. When 
the expanded gati ieiui.^ it take.-, 

the motion of an orbit, ihe sii"> i <if whi.n 
depends upon the speed of h(. |,ui ;( the 
sun where it was tnrown off. I'his sjx t d 
it may kiae entirely, Inasmuch as it is nut 
centrifugal force which throws it up, but 
tba toroa ot axpanaion from the beat below 
at the ann, thua retaining the motion of 
an orbit in the gathering man of crystala 
which are to llnally form the next new 
worid. 

In doneloalon let ma oall your a'tention 
to tka dlMQvarad taet ot an upward praa- 



aure from tha aun, aupposed to ba tha praa- 

sure of light. This la, however, unaoubiedly 
the preaaure oi expansion upward from 
tne sun, toe gaa ot expanded matter as K 
la forced up by the continual expanding of 
more uelow auu any good tioueoi tree- 
iliiukii Will agree mat "What goes up, musi 
cume uown again aud that nothing will 
cuiue uown wnioa old noi go op; god or no 
god. 

RHYMES AND JINGLES. 



Only Said to Result of Spirit Conununieatlon 
Prom our Lata Mitor. 



(iiy A. Johnson.; 
Old bolumu wise, was one of the guys. 

Who, living ou earth today, 
Would be In the pun with bigamy men 

For many long yaai* to atajr. 

Tba atory ot god eraatiag thla aod 

Prom nothing wi^h which to e i a w, 
lb air, iroiiic air, a lie very bar*. 
As all geologists stale. 

The btory of Soul, sowe where iu a goal 

Plying round with a harp on its wiugs. 
Is strange, pressing strauge — 1 caut get the 
range 

Uf these far-away heaveuly ibiugs. 

That old holy ghost, from the heavenly 
coast 

"iu bodily shape lilie a dove," 
Was surely a peach to get within reach 
O! a virgin on earth with his love 

.\iul Kive Us a child— ■That sweet story," 
wild 

llaiiil' ll ildun 1-11^; he t.'hrislian times. 
For Ion! ll. .!■ \ . , and iirii'sts to receive 
All llu ir ddllar.^, nickels and dimes. 

"'I'lie sIkii of I lie cross" is a finn of a loss 
111 the iiniiial make uji of man — 

Aud a sign of our hate, I'll also relate 
In rhyming the aerlptoml plan. 
\ 

In reading hls book, the longer I look. 

'i he more disgusted 1 am 
With all of iIk' rot that fools fOTgOt BOt 
In the bloi d aloiieiiieiu iilaii. 

The above is the result uf Spiritual com- 
mutilcailoii from Charles C. Moore, Sundajr 
morning ^ a. m. direct to tlie Chaplain. 

riosrcHsive Thinker." Can cop y n o 
rigirs reserved.— THB CHAPLAIN. 



FRtelSTHOT la a nUnd'a SALVATION. 
RBLIOION a mind'a DAMNATION. 



Avoid being "eruahed to earth hi prayar" 
by oalag TOUR RBASON FBiWTilMilTiT. 
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BIBLE CURSES. 

Quite a Rushing Business was Done in 
TIW Old Days, Blli— 



(By John F. Clnrko.) 

There was some pretty tall riirsiiiK done 
liy ("if"! imd nimels ami iiieii (iiiriiiK the 
Ilnlv Kpoeli of Scriptural History. 

(!o(l cursed Saiaii. and Satan is denir l. d 
as black skinneu and horned hiad and fork- 
ed tail, M » bUgktlBff lM«g* of the DlTtoe 
Curse. 

Satan was evictiMl from Enipyreniia as 
a rrsiili of a iioli leal s(|ual)l)lo. The fac- 
tifins rtirsed earn other and (!o(l was on tho 
side of the lie:iviest onrsilellerv and Satan 
was separated frutii the rpiier 'I'l iidoin and 
oufrasled flnd denounced aa a dammed 
black, hornrd headed, forked tailed rascal. 

Adam and Kve were cursed by God and 
by the AnRcl with the flaming sword. 

Cain and Abel cursed each other and 
Cain picked up a dnb and knocked Abel's 
block off. This fuss was caused by jealousy 
of God's favor. Each built an altar to God, 
nr."! each mart" a p.ic'fice. Abel's altar 
rifde a savory smell a:id Goi dell'i'it. fi. 
but He turned up His nose r,f the smef 
that arose from Cain's burnt offerlnR. .Te 
hovah was prrea* on nroma. He had a keen- 
er scent than a Turkev nuz;'.ard. As a 
Connolsrnr of smells. He was preat. but 
where Greatness was the one he was not 
on the Job. He cursed Cnin so hard 
that Cain wore the cur^e mark up- 
on his torrhend in civil characters. When 
God cursed Himself ou*. he got the oursInK 
business done bv a series of prophets. 
Samuel. Saul. Pavld. Panlel rtaalam. Klllah. 
Fli«bB Enos. Isaiah and old .Teremlali rnroefl 
for the the Glory of God. Thev dammed 
everv thine In sUht and out of sle'it. Kverv 
thin* that was damnable were dammed with 
a Rreat damnation. Moses and Aaron put 
a few material curses Hi)on PharaoMb. Thev 
put live froRs In bis bed and they put small 
vermin next to his skin. Thev cave him a 
movlneplcfure show of manla-a poin They 
nrarrained his cattle Tbmi tbey dammen 
the Red Sea until it humped Itself Then 
wi»h a red hot blast from Hell thev dried 
the bottom of the sea and the Israelites 
crossed over without gum shoes, which was 
a lousy trlclf done the rubber trust Then 
Ood cursed Sodwm and Gonu rrfih. Mrs. 
TjOt was salted down for being too fresh 
with Ood. Rhe la still in hrta*. NMt time 
•he will know better. 

Then toe worM wu eurMd. except, the 
N<Mh temily. Mr. and Mm. Noeh, the elder: 
Mr. and Mrs. Hanlltoa Noah. Mr. and Mrs. 
Shem Noah and Mr. and Mra. Japhet Noah. 

All else lot the Innadaitton. It ralaSl 
like hell until the water stood on end IS 
feet deep over hill an^ valley. It nUned 
«9 St iwlthMT*! D»jr aai ttet Wat Patioi 



turned on the hose for 10 da\-s and niehts. 
The flood receded ahou' '2 ''I'll lier day 
and il look a .\ ear to t back 'o a normal 
dryness. Then Old man \oa!i c. jehrated 
occasion hy trying to make his inside as 
wet as the outside had been. Hamilton 
Noah trot in the way of the Paternal Ctirse 
wliile thr ias was on and he Kot his skin 
lilackMied by the fury of the fiM vian'-^ 
braiid' -li' ach Ur.'atlK From tli.it i|:i'.' until 
this, all N'l'Kroi's have been Hamiltonians 
in politics. 

One lime God took a recess on the cursing 
aiKl He sat a bush afire and got imder the 
hush so as to be sub-rosa to Moses. And 
he told Moses to take off his boots, for He 
had blessed the ground and it was holy 
ground. Moses stood upon the holy gn und 
and felt great. I saw some holy ground. In 
a ravine near here, where the nigger head 
melts had been removed, and I stood there 
nnd thoueht that 1 was on a dammed sight 
holier grciind than Moses ever dreamed of. 
\s some fellows were burning brush nearby, 
I f "ind the simile complete. History was 
chawin' i*s tobacco over again. There are 
onlv a few of the Bible curses, but I must 
cut my cursing cloth to fit my Blade space 
nnd let the other curses go for what tbey 
are worth. 

A curse in time, like a stiteh saves nine: 
and as all Biblical curses were on time the 
rronomy of cursing was a great science.' 
Old Job refused to curse God and die. but 
he died. He tried to aneak out of dying 
but he failed. He might as well have died 
a dead game sport. 



DXVI*« LITTM. 

To HIa Dear Heavenly Father 

(Copy-right applied for IMS by Pranklin H. 
Heald.) 

My deer hevenly father— Do you think It 
is wicked to whip muakya and make them 
gether Prunea. like thay do In 8au Hosay? 
When we lived at BIsinore. one of the 
preeeheni looked Just like a munkey ana 
was awful piass, but he never gethered 
anything but pennys and a erond of wim- 
men. Do munkya go to heven, and are thay 
haf-brethera of your Jeaua? Can munkys 
gather prunes faater than the Socialists 
can? TMd Jeaua ever gather prunes when 
he was down hear below and dM he gether 
any more than he end eat hie aelf? Word 
he aware at a imrae tree till he killed it. 
and If It had no prunea on it m the winter, 
that the deaypnila eud raaeh? Bob Burdet 
keepa all the pennya that the wlmmen geth- 
er In thare little biuqueta and when he gits 
anuf he goea to Europe and givea them 
a reat. but he dent give theme the rest of 
the pennys. 

Why do thay Mnd MUea with sheap'e 
•Mmm and eat kidef Joe aaya gheap vbA 



esjjesiiy < we lambs, are emblems of the fol- 
lowers of y( ur j' sus and Papa says, that is 
once that ,roe is on he rite trail. My Has- 
use wood not let them follow him: he dent 
want any sheap aroimd and gits as mad 
as a Wet en when he seas one and goea 
rite after it with his mouth open neerly 
a feot wide. One day I 'ide a white teddy- 
hare, on the end of a long stick and helled 
if in frunt of him and he went twiste 
around the block in a minuet and a haff. 
He kept going faster and faster till I had 
to pull It in and when I did. he rared up In 
front and throwed me off backwards. 

Papa dont think much mora of sheap than 
he dose of dogs and that aint much eather. 
He says thare aint any thing that Is a big- 
ger fool than slicvaji. onless tl Is a chrlsMan. 
He says thay hav no scents at all and thay 
hav catarrh In the place of brains and 
you hav to hav a Billy gote with a bell on, 
for them to foller or thay wood starve to 
defh. Ins'ed of a dog, he has a picture of 
my grand little quaker grandmother that 
reminds him of fidelity and be says a dog 
onlv reminds a certain kind of people of 
fideiitv. He says most of them will gu to 
heven with the dogs end bee angelh all ttet 
are not Angells now. 

there was a woman hear the other day 
and when she asked what was mv Burro's 
name and I told her In Fnell='>' thnt |- was 
Jeaua, she cried on his neck and said It 
was a ebame and blassfemy. Po vou think 
so? Aint he as good aa the blessed savior 
If he goes to he^tn with all the rest and be- 
haves hls-aelf? She was an old made and 1 
told her. If she wanted him that bad she 
eud hav him for ten dol'ars, but she did- 
ent hav the menev I gees. 

As evr— OWF 



INTWTJ.Wrr finds BFNRFIT AND 
RIOHT Where "Beiler brought diarge of 
♦WJiniY AND WRONG." 



JVff WHAT n WAXm. 

\%,r.Ts_How do yon like your new auto, 

Greet • 

Gnvit- Vot wvch: Whv. It makas 10 
m-rh n.'i«e when T take my wife out on • 
som T can't hear a word aha aayi fo» 

niil's nnd m'les. 

\n.r.r<i („eic'<ivV p V .We ? H OH mueli !• 

v w mt fev the trachinet 

Keeler's Short 

History of The Biblo 

(By B. O l.'enton.) 
Observing. In a rer. nt Issu;- of he Blade, 
an opportunity to purchase Keeler's Short 
Hiatory of the Bible. I desire to say that 
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Open Letter To A Preacher 



FrMthinkcr Rtplict to a Sermon PrMMlMd 
Upon Mm* Llv« Topiciw 



(By A. A. Snow.) 
Rev. Scott Jones; Dear Sir: 

I was out and beard you preach at Mor- 
gan one nigbt, and If .vou are not too much 

afraid of the tru'h you may here read what 
I iliiiik <if it. 

You told sonic iliiiiKs of ;i .-icular luiiurc 
tliiit an- Koo'l. praci iciil and cli'vatiiiK. All 
you said of tlio su|ri j nannal. of course \ou 
know, I could not suhscrHic to. You know 
1 do iioi bflii'Vi' ill iIk su|itrnatural : niiilicr 
that. It «'vcr lia.-; <iv i v. r <aii be proved to 
exist. So I will let that pass. I wish to 
to speak 111 >ou reKardiiiK where I ililiil; 
you made a mistake, and I think a very sad 
one. And if af er ri adiuu this P-iter it. In 
any way. ohaiiKes youf views or methods 
It will not have been written in vain. 

You spoke (if the worth and beauty of 
your rellKlon. Ana 1 find no fault with you 
there; one If he Is honest In It, should esti- 
mate hi.s rPllKlon highly: but I think you 
carried the matter too far when you esti- 
mated If higher than truth. When you said: 
■'If Christianity is a delusion I hope I may 
live and die a victim of that delusion," you 
spoke without due and candid consideration. 
If there is any god I womtalp it Is Truth, 
xie too la a jealous god. If he allows other 
gods to be worshipped he wants none above 
him. The Kcd who elevates his throne 
above truth is, like Satan In Paradise Loat, 
hurled from his throne. So even .Tehovah 
la subject to nature's eti-rnal law of truth. 
When 1 studied geometry after iiroving a 
proposition, the book quite often had some 
corollaries or subordina'e pro|>ositions of 
such a nature that the proving of the main 
propoaltlon also proved these corollaries 
true; and ao I think of some corollaries 
that would grow out of your proposition, 
and accordingly we have as follows: 

I. Main Proposition: "It is desirous and 
right for us to be deceived In favor of oar 
religion should it be false. " 

Cor. 1. "It is ilesirous t.<) rejt-ci all his- 
tory, facts or science tliat li'nd to deilirone 
our religion." 

Cor. 2 It is y'mht to withhold from our 
fellow men all e\idence that wonid tend to 
subvert <jur religion." 

Cor. "It is ri^lit to deceive ourselves 
or our fellow men in the way lo prevent 
the dethroiienieiii <,f om- religion. 

Cor. 4. "Our rellKion is of more value 
than truth." 

Cor. 5. "It is right to lie for our rellg- 



Cor. 6. "Our religion is the mother ot 

ignornnoe and hypocrisy." 

It I'lise cofoliaiies don't iiViiw out of 
your proposition I suppose you will admit 
tliey have a iiretiy close call. 'I ruth is be 
yond valui'; Its wrirth canno' bi' measured 
by nib:es or ^oM. The monirnt one sets a 
price on it he pi i jun s himself. A woman 
comes to the \\iiness stand t testify fo 
save her son frmn the pal'ows. The 
iudge says, •■|Iii!d up your hand and be 
sworn.' She sa\>. "I can't; I consider 'he 
acquittal of ni\ boy of more value than 
truth.' The inilue sadh' says. "Madam, we 
respect your love fir your son, but withal 
it Is so great tliat it ruins your testimony 
in his behalf." So 1 say to you. T resjiect 
voiir love for '.our gf)spels. and I know 
not'iing of your truth and veracity In sec 
ii'ar matters, biii when you hold xour kos 
I>els higher than truth what Is ,\(inr testi 
niony worth in tin ir behalf? You gave us 
some testimony fi.r them, and you admitted 
that reason wmild seem to be agaiiipf you. 
and you wanted us to trke your testimony 
alone. Toti said that ynii liad been a 
drunkard and •■ gambler and in the lowesr 
ditch; and t!i;il |ie idve for vour wife and 
stnrving chllili'n and nil the honor that 
you could mu'tir iinild not s;ive vou; l)Ut 
that yoti wi r(> linall\' le em d b\- Clod \1 
T lichty's miraciiliiMs i)ower. on .v iiiir putting 
^ ^iir tnist . him Now Is It reawnahle 
thnt vou conlil love ;i cod who alwnvs 
ker'ps btd atlil w.ic a?, entire stranger to 
you when vnn eoiiidiri siifllclenflv love 
your own wife -uid rbildren to break nwnv 
from vonr drinV iii!' can er' Hut ynii admit 
tbis s>iou'd ''I'll; iiiin :i';i)ii;ibb> to me and 
there t>ie iTK't'i :■ .T' bn Tl. fJongh. 

the noted tr i u,. rimce leetiirer, aAnttted 
thnt the iiilr;i'ii fvnn b'-ivn were not 
siifTlclen' to nninil the anipi^tite for drink, 
T believe It wa^ Sam Snnll nr at leapt 
some noted 11 formed dnmVnrd after he bad 
broken fnuii 'li. dr'nk hnbit for venrs. ap- 
peared 'e I' ,ir,i„l.- ;iMd afterwards 
on being quest loned r id he had no apology 
to make. 

Now it seems fhnt all. and for 

au»bt we kno"- all the Bible writer* w#>re 
of the aame opinion aa you: they eatimated 
tbetr religion too highly: even higher than 
truth iffeU. And dnd It a flomnon weak- 
reaa. that when one eatimatea »wf one 
thing hbove truth, be K even « mapel 
dressed as a lovely maiden with foay eh«0ln 
and bewi'chlr.g glaneee the bride, the 
r;iurch. that Inter on be adda one by one 
more beautlea to hia haren mtfl Troth. 
Ukt poor Baiar and her tihOd. la Mvmi oot 



on the deaert alone to perlah. 

The early Chrlatwna, on account ot their 
m i at love for ti rel'gion. wrote over 
fori.v gospels whloj, with the exception ot 
four, our Christian friends ow admit were 
li. s inspired by their brethren ln*oxloated 
on over-doses of seal. And they have ae- 
lected four out f.om tho rest and will swear 
by all the honor their rellglcn commands 
that these four are all true and nothing 
but the (ruth, while the remaining are all 
lies. The early Christians to whom we are 
indtbted for these, and on whose word we 
depend foi* their genuininess, inatst on 
wiiolly Chrlatlan "rinciples. that to lie tor 
Christianity Is a very proper thing. Euse* 
bius, the earliest Christian historian, in- 
sists 'hat he left out from his history 
everything that w aid militate a«ataiat tbe 

relinion. 

I See also that .lebovali himself did not 
at all limes iieiini; truth to occupy as high 
a seat as he i ccujiied; not even a place In 
I iriiiitv. I read of him sending a lying 
spirit to di ieive Ahab. and of his inspiring 
piiip!ie;s with lies; of instructing the chll- 
ilii n o' Israel lo deceive the Kg.Niitians; 
.ending strong delusions that those who 
desired lu i>eiieve a 11* (Is that yoB) mli^t 

be damned. 

I feel quite certain hat you are not with 
out coni|)any today. , have lieani any num 
l>or of preachers iind church members talk 
just as you d'). And when I see preachers 
making long and labored attenipis to ex 
plain away plainly written passages of 
scripture, to make thi-m agree among them 
selv«'s; or agree with truth, morality, de- 
cency or science, I can imagine I hear ihem 
say to themselves In a way of eaaing their 
conscience such words as: "Oh, well, the 
end will justify the means." 

Inspired by a Mible that threatens death 
lo the heretic, the churih litis for ages held 
all truth In contempt that might be arrayed 
against her authority or teaching. Investi- 
gation, the path-flnder of truth, and the 
Investigators have constantly reddened the 
executioner's block. The church In justice 
should be styled the mother of falsehood— 
the wet nurse of Ignoranoe. And yet she 
boast* ot bavtaic a monopoly on morality! 
To thia very day the churches are lighting 
investigation to the extent of their power. 
I wiril to give two examples, and those In 
our own ooonty, ot the church's attempt to 
hold the masses In Ignorance. And what is 
true In our county Is true the country over: 
1. Leon teachers were teaching religion 
la the public aehools. I wroU an article 
(VPMlQf U. Tboagh thla ww a Uv* fMa- 
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tkm, the Leon p^wn Umath fear of belnt 
boycotted by tbe churcbee, refund to imb- 
lleh It. The people are groealy In ignorance 
aa to tbe rl'bta ol bomanlty on tbia aab- 
ieet, and forced by the cburebea to remain 

BO. 

2. The mayor of Leon, tbrough reapeot 

for i)ipt.v, threatened to enforce tbe Snnday 
closing law. Notwiths'andlng tbe fact tbat 
ihe majority of the people were opposed tu 
this tyranny, and defeated the mayor in 
his attempt, tbe church was active enough 
to make its boycotting felt; and when I 
sent an offer of flOO to any one who would 
give me a single quotation from the Bible 
threatening any one with any kind of pun- 
ishment for doing any kind of work on 
Sunday or the first day of tli(> wci'k. the 
jtapers dart'd not pul)lish it. Wire the 
churches afraid of the trutli or tlic false- 
hood I nilshl uiHT? Hut I was under if 100 
bond to tell the iruili. So completely has 
tbe church sucreided in keeping the ma- 
jorlty in Imorance that there is no' one in 
ten thousand of its followers but what be 
lieve that the Bible teaches that Ood will 
damn a man for working on Sunday. 

I will send this to the Rlue Crass lUade 
of Le\iiii,'t(in. Ky.. and sloiild >im reply to 
It [ fill sMii' it would be pulillslii d. Should 
I lie wi-iiii^; 1 WdUld like to be ri;;liled; 
under no circunis' ances would I like to die 
in deiui^ion and would ooiialdar It anneb 
worse to .ve HO. 



ALL HAIL TO JAPAN! 

Strong Letter of Welcome to a Japanese 
•r MatartalM Aaioeialian. 



AnionK tlie San FraTielsco iiieiuliers or 
tbe Materialist .Assoriation, secured by .1. 
.•ran z. is K. Okainolo, a sin of the Kniplre 
of tbe Mikado, but stron.uly lendhiK to Free" 
t' o'lsbt. Tbat a .Tai)aiu se inenibi r sboula 
b(> added to (be roster, lias inspired the 
fi)|iowiim leiler. wbien is self-explanatory: 
K. Okaino o: Hear Comrade: — 

It was with no small pleasure t! ;it I nn- 
tired that prugresHive Japan hud found 
representatkm in tbe Matertaliat Asaoda- 
tlon. 

All hall. .Japan! A country that lias com- 
pelled till' admiration of the world in TiO 
short year's is not short of advocates for 
reason and human welfare. To rise from 
almost obscurity to Ihe very forefnmt of 
thouKht and effort Is a wonderful aclileve- 
niMit. and speaks volumes for tbe intellect 
of .lapan. I have understood tbat very 
many of your statesmen nre liberal thinkers 
(in matters religious, and it was mainly 
tbrouRh their efforts that the damning 
dogmas of Christianity "Ot but scanty sup- 
i>ort at the haoda of yowr law-nalwra. An 
1 right? 

Ohrlstianlty has always been en Instru- 
ment that, by inciting racial animoalties, 



baa kept tbe people of tbe earth apart Ita 
prejudices bare illled the world with blood. 
It la one of tbe barbarlsma of tbe past that 
■till disrupts international relations, and 
injecta Into tbe ebaraeter of the Mni-etvl- 
Used man tbe venom of oonoelt and hata. 

The most bicoted and bitter foe is ^e 
who Is Inoculated with the sacred Jnlee of 
cbrtsttan doctrine. Chrlatlanlty throttled 
for a thousand yeara the procresa of tha 
racr. It Is today about the only fbree that 
combats the coming brotberhood of man. 

I hope to see thousands of your country- 
men now Join our ranks. You must be lib- 
eral, for you b've not been cursed by the 
i>aisled touch of Cbrlsttanlty. Welcome! 
• Toura fraternally. 

JOBBPH ROOBRS. 



THI 



With Kaeh Subscription to The Balance. 

With each subscription to Tlie B:ilance 
(new or renewal) the attractive little book. 
An Old Maid's Reverie by Mattie Cory. 
The retail price of this book is 7.5 cents. 
1' is an uniipie little volume possessing 
inure I Man ordlaury interest from the fact 
iliMi ilie author Ian old inald> with remark 
able frankness lays bare to her readers tbe 
siecret aspirations and emotions of her 
life, the author makes no literary i)re- 
tenaiona but the reader Is given, with oc 
oasional bits of quaint humor and original 
philosophy, rare gllropsea of "an old maid" 
as she really is. The book Is attractively 
bound and can be had In either red or green 
fine art vellum cloth, stamped In metal leaf. 

The lialance Is a leader in New TbouKbt 
lines. It Is imblisbed tiiontbly at UenviT. 
Colorado. Subscription price one dolhir per 
year. Foreign subscriptions H CTi per year. 
For sale on all ews stands at lit cents per 
copy. Send In your subscripMon at once 
and receive one of tliesi' attractive books 
free. Address The Balance, Denver, Colo. 



IN THI HOUR or ttlllAT NIIA 



FiiUowing is a list of tbe names and ad* 
dresses of Liberal speakers who are pre- 
pared to conduct funeral servii es over the 
remains of deceased Freethinkers. 

On account of probable delay It would 
be advisible to call them by telegram. 

.'o^ephine K Henry, Versailles. Ky. 

nr. .1 M. Wilson, 206 Kut rourtb Itreet. 
Cincinnati. Ohio. 

Parker H. Beroomba, Hdltor Tomorrow. 
139 East B6tb Street, Chicago. Illinois. 

.Tohn R Charlesworth, Lexington. Ky. 

Marion W. Marley, Bucklin, Kansas. 

A. J. Clausen, St. Ansgar, Iowa. 



A B C Of Religion 

A COLLECTION OF POEMS 

Prcm a Typa-Writt«i Family Bible Wlthoat 
Poller or Fiatjr 
Bst nui of ~ 



9f JOSEPH HAIQH, 
dMbanse, Illinois. 
M eiNTt. 
AMraaa tho Airtlior or mm 



Do You BClkYC 



That We Htunaaa are aa Importsat ss 

Pigs, Potatoea and PnpaT 

Do you believe that we "grown-upa." 
niid even the Children, ahuuld know aa 

much about ouisehes n$ we know about 
Fi-he-, I'li\v> rs an' Fiogs? 

\oii bi lieve in He:ter Fiogeny, a More 
Klevated K:li'e p.r.vwav.' 

If eo, ff-i\6 l.2b for a year's subscription 
to tbe American Journal of Kugonloai and 
be m tbe Van of Human Pro g re s s. 

Published monthly at 649 South Main 
St.. l.os Angeles, California, 1'. S. A. 
Samples ten cents. Trial three months, 
with pamphlet "iBsUtatioaal Manrtaao." IS 
cents stamps. 



The Holy BiUi 

In a Nutshell 



A New Booklet showing up the contradic- 
tions and fallacies of the Christian bible. 

Jus't he thing to pass around among 
your religious friends to "JaiT' their faith 
and destroy their godwoba. Ready Boos. 
Ortfor Howl Wnflo aopy 10a, « for IH It 
for IIjN. 

Addroaa: J. PBANTI, 
Oen'I. DolT., taa Fraadaeo, OaL 



SEEDS 

auours 8CEM swceeo I 
PECIAL OFFER: 

Ma4* U MU Jt»w Bmtlutm. AtrlalwUI^ 
mak* joa oar permaowt customer. 



SEND 10 CENTS 

\ M>ll>c«loa o< 8a*4* pa>lBal4. to«Mb>r with mj bi( 
, iHstrmttir*. BcaaUM mm* Vlmmt BMk, 
i WUi all •boul lh> B««t <4clMlM ot Swdi. riuu. Me. 

J.W.BHCkbN, '^"TOoW.«I. 



mmm 
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■• tur* and tubMriiM Pmt 

Secular Thought 

A Pertnlghtly Journal of RattoMil Orlll* 
oiam In Palitlea, telanM »n4 Rallfian. 



Organ of tha 
CANADIAN SECULAR UNION AND THI 

TORONTO SECULAR SOCIETY. 

Kditor - J. Sjuncer Kills. 

Published at l^r.'^ Qu.mh St. West, To 
ronto, Canada. 'l"i rins. $1 pi-r annum, in 
advance; single roiJies, 10 rents. 

All romniunlratlons for the Editorial de 
partment should he addressed — 

J. Sijpncer Kills, ".Secular Though', " 
IS.- '4 Queen St. West. Toronto, Can. 
All Huslness eoTuinunlcatlons, orders for 
books, prlntinK, etc., should hp addressed— 

0, M. ELLiB, Proprietor and Publisher, 
■aeular Thought, 

185H Queen St. West, 

TMoate, Can. 



Give 'Em Fits. The People's Press 
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Men's New Thin Model Watches 

HAMPDEN--"N'o. 104." 2ri Jewels, $30; 
"Wm. McKlnley". 21 Jewels, ir2: san*, 17 
jewels, $12; -General Stark," 17 Jawela. 
$10; 15 jewels, $8; 7 jewels, $5.60. 

WALTHAM: "Riverside Maxlmus," 23 
Jewels, $60; "Riverside." 19 Jewels, $21; 
"P. 8. Bartletf 17 Jewels, $12.50; 15 jewels, 
18: 7 jewels, $6. 

ELGIN— "No. 156," or "162" 21 Jewels. 
149: "Verttaa" 21 Jewels. $27; "243," 17 
Jewels. $22: "242" 17 jewels. $18; "241," 
17 Jewels, $12; "340," 17 Jewels, $10; IB 

jewels, $S: 7 jewels, $6. 

CASES— All the above In the new Thin 
Model BilTortaa Screw Cases. In Fahy's. 
Crown or Deuber filled Rold ease, jniaran 
toad by the manufacturers for 20 years, 
artistic hand chased or plain, $3, or hunt- 
tas case, $6 more. In 25 year c ase. $2 more 
than la SO jmr eaao. In eaaea guaranteed 
for all tlma, screw, $», or huntlns;, $10 
more than In Sllverlne case. Prices of 
solid Kold eases on application. 

Every Watch Ouarantcad Fresh and New 
from faatofy (no '^hopk •Ljrs,.). an accu- 
rate tlraa keeper and, if well used, Rood for 
fifty years or lonRcr. Will he hept In order foi 
one year. Ur.ware of ' Sperlal" movements 
and cases, made nobody knows where, and 
which you cannot price intelligently and 
buy everywhere. Also beware of die work 
"engraved" rases — they are a fraud. Those 
listed at.ove are known to be the best 
watches made, and If watch Is new and 
perfect, you are safe to buy tboin Wbaro tho 
price is lowest. I pay freight. 

Describe closely what you want and let 
me send you cuts and prices— also of my 
Freotbought Badges and Ingersoll Spoona, 
*" Oauge and my ?reat little tmot. 
In The Crucible." free. 
OTTO WITTSTIIN, 




That« what "THE 

9'V\(ti,i:'r sii.vnnw." 

Wulttr Ilur'.'s gr'^nl md- 
Icnl novel. »lo>.^ to the 
fu I'l » of liiRotry and iiu- 

j.. 1 St it i' .\Ild St'C- 

iilar press ol the country 
t;oadpd by tho church 
clement. Is throwing a 
over It. too. No other 
novel of this decade has 
been so widely and so 
Ultlerly denounced by 
orthodox critics —which 
Is siirriolent proof that It 
Is all riaht. It haa cre- 
ated a tensatlpn In eon- 
8<'rvfitive circles and 
a used consternation 

anions; the cleruy. 

It Is eTithuslastlcally 
endorsed by leading 
Freelthlnkers through- 
out the world. You nil 
know how Mutt r-:,n write and In thle »>ook 
be is at Ills li'-st It is an eleg.int volume, 
flt to ornament the Oneat library; ccntnlnlnR 
4tt paaea, printed on aeavy aiW'Shall papt-r 
and twuno in ox-blood elotli. 
Priee $1.S*, postpaid. 

BLUB ORABB BLAOB. 

Lealngtan, Ky. 



Fine Farm for Sale 



SPLENDID CHANCE TO OWN PAYING 
•OIL IN BUCKIYC STATE. 



Do you want a 21 s acre farm? 

Do you want it in Athens, County, OhIoT 

Do you want the best of soil? 

Two-story double bam. ahnoat new. Alao 
six-room farm house (good condition). 
Abundance of hest water throughout farm. 
Two wells, oni ( i.-^tern; good out buildings. 
Entire farm under cultivation. Small 
woodland, beautiful paatnrago, applaa and 
peaches. In center of cotl Held. Two 
shafts 14 mile east, another going down; 
4 shafts 2</- miles norib and northwest, anc* 
2 more going down. Goal 8 feat to 14 feet 
never leaa than 8 feet One-qoartar mlla 
to pike (new); 3% miles to county seat- 
Athens— 8,00(1 inhabitants. .Junction K. ft 
.M.. B. & O., and H. V. U. H. In Hocking 
Valley. Heirs aro going to sell a* once. 
Bring cheek book; you can't keep from buy- 
ing. Sen as low as $50 per acre. 

Athens, O H. S. LARCH. M. D. ' 



The Wage Slave 



A Soclaliat We.-kly, that advocates InUua- 
trtakl I'nIoiilHin 

ll'-solulluua'y to the core. 
EDITED BY A PRBBTHINKBR. 
The enemy of •verythlag that a app af ta the 
existing social ordar. 
Bend for sample copy. 

Addrens: The Wage Btava. ■•■ an. nawoa*. 



Ptarlaaa la Its advocacy of 
and Reform. 



Published weakly at 111 Bhie bhrnd Am, 
, Chleago, HI. 

J. B. Lenan PabUAar. 

dlTlcial paper of the Materialist Aaaodatlaa. 
la Caaada, or Foreign Coaatriaik |im a Year 
•abecnption, so Caata a Yaai. 



Tomorrow Magazine 



Is the only publication in the world thai 
deals with all human problems from ihf 
Inijiorsonal \ iew poit.i. 

It Is published e,xpr(t-sly f:- thi)s(^ who 
wish to st e how their own dierlshed be 
liefs and sacred notions appear In the 
nude, atrlppod of all iBdal Maa sad pNil» 
dice. 

By reading this magazine you will learn 
to draw ail your conclusions from fundgp 
mental princlplea. L •.. yOB w|U laBIB to 
think correctly. 

bPECIAL— We will aend three BMBth 
trial anbaeriptlon for flfteaa caata If you 
are not already a aubaerlber. The rosBlar 
price ol To-Morrow la ten cento par aopy 
or 11.00 per year. Thia oOlca wmr bo 
withdrawn at any time, ao you had battar 
write NOW. 

T04I0RII0W PUILItHIN« CO, 
Hyia Purk, Chlaatg. III. 



SEcDS 



Pedigrrcd Seeds have a repatatioa <4 layeanol 
sttcetasiul teed gtowiog beUoa tbtas. n pays lo 

plant the best. 

Seasonable Specialties: — 

Earliest R>''l Valt-iiliiie . . $\ ya Bushel 
Ki-ltiK»*t' — i-.xlr.i Kiirly . . Iv^.s Bushel 
New Sti iti^i. ss ( itfrti Poii |v7u Bushel 
W.ir.lw.ll s liM).. Kiilm> Wax J4 so Bushel 
Uavis New While Wax . . U-'Ji Bushel 
Carrie's Ruat Prooi Wax . (4 y> Bushel 



fUbm E»ttf Alaska 



lj.50 Bushel 

. r Early Gradus .... |s.v> Bushel 

Siorsford'a Marlcet Garden . h.f,o Bushel 
uckbee's Lightning Express $5.00 Bushel 
Lettuce. RadUh. Tomato aiiil a full line oi 

Se' cU. I'l.irjt-. .ii.ii liull's .It I'.aol Ktiiwiiig prtccs. 

t ln|,lete . ., 1 .1 1. .i; M.- ..t sul.mit a liM Ot 

your ie<)iiiri. in< ttts ;iinl will <|ii(>t'- prii rs. 
Bin ilir. t I fioiii the ^.'low el — S.tve .Motley. 
Write lo<la\ . .Melilii.n tins |)..|.. r. 
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